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1.0 Teacher Resources 
 
Disappearing Elephants is a project that developed at The New School University 
in New York City and in collaboration with the WWF – Hong Kong. The team has 
created online content that outlines the threats to elephants. It can be found on 
our website www.disappearingelephants.com. We have interviewed different 
elephant experts and included their videos online. This resource manual is an 
aide for teachers. It contains informational resources for students and educators, 
discussion starters, lesson plans for five different 3-hour long classroom 
activities, handouts for students and printable posters. 
 
To assist teachers, this manual is introduced with an overview of the modern 
threats to elephants as well as discussion starters for the classroom. Following 
this overview you will find five different activities aimed at engaging classrooms 
about elephant issues. The activities are organized for three one-hour sessions, 
which could be completed afterschool or during a social studies class. They all 
aim to prepare students to learn about the modern threats to elephants. Each 
activity allows students to simulate real world activism and conservation work: 
creating a campaign, writing a letter, mapping the ivory trade, debating the ivory 
ban, and drafting a declaration for Animal Rights. Printable worksheets and 
posters are included as aides for the students.  
 
Educators can pick and choose resources from this manual to meet the 
objectives of their grade level curriculum. The activities and resources are for 
middle school to early college. The activities are designed to work independently 
or they can be combined to meet the requirements of a curriculum with a broader 
scope. The activities are based on National Geographic’s film Battle for 
Elephants. Depending on the objective of the lesson plan, teachers can choose 
to incorporate the film or focus their activities using other informational resources.  
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Teacher Resources: 
1.1 Disappearing Elephants: The Overview 
 
Millions of years of evolution have crafted our planet’s largest land animal. 
Elephants are some of the most intelligent animals on earth. Cognitive research 
reveals that elephants display behaviors associated with grief, self-awareness, 
learning, cooperation, compassion, memory and language. The only real 
predators of elephants are humans. Today, elephants are threatened from a 
huge demand for ivory in Asia and environmental issues that threaten the 
habitats of elephants. 
 
Elephants are considered a keystone species, meaning they have 
a disproportionately large impact on their environment compared to their 
abundance. They play a significant role in maintaining biodiversity in forest and 
savanna ecosystems. They eat about 300-500 pounds of different plant species 
every day and cover large areas, so they contribute to biodiversity by 
spreading seeds across great distances. Their cultural significance is important: 
elephants in Asia and Africa have been a part of traditional societies, both as 
work animals and folklore. In the past century, elephant ivory has become an 
increasingly desired luxury good. In the beginning of the ivory trade, there were 
many elephants and few people who could afford the tusks. Today’s elephants 
face serious threats because of the growing underground commodity chain 
between the suppliers, the poachers in African countries killing and 
selling elephant tusks, and an increasing number of people who can afford to buy 
ivory and are demanding the product from China and other Asian countries.  
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African Elephants 
 
It is estimated that in 1800 there were 26 million elephants on the continent of 
Africa. The turn of the 20th century saw a burgeoning demand for ivory mainly 
from western countries. Elephants were killed for their ivory, which was used to 
make combs, pool balls, brush handles and piano keys. By 1913 there were only 
10 million elephants left in Africa. The trade continued for the next several 
decades, and in the latter half of the 20th century growing Asian economies also 
desired ivory. In 1979 there were about 1.3 million elephants left in Africa. 
 
In Asia, ivory is carved into trinkets, delicate pieces of art, chopsticks or religious 
symbols. Asian elephants either have no tusks or have much smaller tusks than 
their African counterparts so African elephants are more commonly killed for their 
ivory. Asian countries began to experience economic growth, and more 
prosperous people demanding ivory tusks grew. With no strict regulations on the 
sale of elephant tusks, the population of elephants dropped to 600,000 by the 
1980s. Many conservation groups and governments wanted to create regulations 
to control the poaching of elephants. In an effort to create global awareness 
surrounding the threat to the elephant species and to devalue ivory, Kenya 
burned its stockpile of twelve tones of ivory. Shortly afterwards, the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) 
moved African elephants onto CITES Appendix I, effectively banning the 
international trade in ivory. 

       

(Source: IUCN Red List of Endangered Species) 

 
 

(Source: IUCN African Elephant Specialist Group) 
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With a worldwide ban on the trade of ivory, elephant populations began to 
recover in Africa. Illegal poaching was still taking place, but with strict border 
controls, it was harder for illegal ivory to make its way onto the market. 
 
When authorities seize illegally trafficked ivory or when elephants die naturally 
and their tusks are removed, this ivory becomes part of a country’s stockpile. In 
an attempt to profit from their increasing stockpiles, Southern African nations 
requested that CITES lift the ban on ivory to allow for a sale to the growing 
demand in Asia. They argued that they have had effective conservation 
management and healthy herds. Some areas even had an overpopulation of 
elephants. In 1997, CITES allowed a one-off sale of ivory and two years later 
nearly 50 tones of stockpiled ivory were sold from Botswana, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe to Japan. 
 

      
(Source: TRAFFIC, 2013)     (Source: CITES, 2012) 

 
CITES was pressured again in 2002 and they agreed to another one-off sale of 
ivory from Southern African nations. There was concern from many 
environmental and conservation groups that argued that the sale would lead to 
an increase in demand of ivory and even more illegal poaching. The debate 
ended in 2008 when CITES allowed Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and 
Zimbabwe to sell 108 tons of ivory to Chinese and Japanese accredited traders 
for a total of USD $15,400,000. Since then, CITES has blocked additional raw 
ivory sales until at least 2017 and has denied Tanzania and Zambia’s 
amendment to the ban. 
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Many argue that the one-off sales of ivory confused the market, allowing illegally 
poached and smuggled ivory to be disguised as legal ivory that was sold through 
the CITES agreements. Elephant populations became increasingly threatened by 
poaching in Africa in recent years. The destination is China, and ivory is believed 
to pass through the port of Hong Kong, although smugglers are creating more 
confusing routes to confuse authorities. The increase in global media attention 
surrounding the ivory trade led to increase in activism and many countries started 
burning their stockpiles of ivory and rallying for a domestic ivory ban.  
 
Today an estimated 100 elephants are killed in Africa every day for their ivory. 
 
 

 
  (Sources: IUCN, CITES, TRAFFIC) 
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Asian Elephants 
Unlike African elephants, Asian elephants are less threatened from poaching 
because they have smaller tusks and are often more valuable for work in the 
tourism industry. Asian elephant’s gentile nature, incredible intelligence, and 
history in captivity makes them easy to work with, and they are often put to work 
for a lifetime. For 4,000 years the Asian elephant has been an important part of 
life for people in Asia. They have hauled logs, carried soldiers and even today 
are still used for ceremonial and religious purposes. They serve as a sacred 
symbol and have been worshipped for centuries. Today’s Asian elephants are 
mainly used in circuses around the world or as tourist entertainers in Nepal, 
India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and 
Malaysia. 

 
(Source: IUCN Red List of Endangered Species) 

 
There are far fewer Asian elephants than African elephants. Exact figures are 
impossible to determine, but It is estimated that 30,000 Asian elephants remain, 
of which about 30% are captive. While countries such as India, Vietnam and 
Myanmar have banned the capture of wild elephants in order to conserve the 
species, they are still caught. Not only does the capture of elephants decrease 
the amount of elephants left in the wild, many are killed because of poachers’ 
crude capture methods. Once captured, Asian elephants are trained, traded and 
used for entertainment in tourism where mistreatment and abuse is a common 
problem. The animal rights groups are working to prevent elephant abuse in 
circuses and the tourism industry. 
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The main threats for wild elephants are human-elephant conflict and habitat loss. 
About 20% of the world’s human population lives near present range of 
elephants, therefore farmers in Asia encounter elephants eating their crops. 
Retaliation by the farmers and villagers often result in killings of these elephants, 
and experts have already considered that these kinds of confrontations are the 
leading cause of elephant deaths in Asia. 
 

 
(Source: Elephant Nature Park, 2014) 

 
Development and urbanization in Asia has led to habitat loss for elephants, 
destroying their natural environment and making it harder for the species to 
survive. This development is also cutting off elephant corridors and isolating 
groups of elephants. It is estimated that fewer than ten contiguous regions of 
more than 1,000 individuals exist in Asia today. This fragmentation of the 

population leads to interbreeding 
and results in a loss of genetic 
diversity, which puts entire 
elephant populations at risk. 
 
Asian elephants have smaller tusks 
than African elephants, and in 
some cases no tusks, so they are 
less threatened from ivory 
poachers. Although the ivory trade 
is less of a threat to Asian 
elephants, habitat loss has left far 
fewer Asian elephant on the planet 
today.  
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Teacher Resources 
1.2 Discussion Starters 
 
Ivory Trade Discussion Starters: 
Where do elephants live? 
What is ivory? 
Do all elephants have ivory? 

 
Why do people want ivory? 
What is ivory used for? 
How do people get ivory from elephants? 
  
Where does ivory come from? 
Is the ivory trade legal or illegal? 
How does ivory move around the world?  
Where does most ivory end up in the world? 
 
Should the ivory trade be banned? 
How can we prevent illegal trade of ivory? 
What do we do with all the ivory in the world? 
Should we destroy ivory even if there is a demand for it? 
How can we end the illegal trade of ivory? 
 
Should we care more about elephants than other animals? 
Do elephants demonstrate a sense of care towards each other? 
Should we care more about humans than elephants? 
Can you own an elephant the way you own a pet? 
Should we have elephants in zoos or performing in a circus? 
Who gets to make decisions that determine the fate of elephants? 
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Activities: 
2.1 Create an Advocacy Poster  

 
Disappearing Elephants 
Create an Advocacy Poster 

 
Aim: Students will make an advocacy poster to raise awareness about elephant 
issues. They will recognize and understand the influence of photographs and 
design for campaigning.  
 
Content Objective:  

• Analyze the format and structure of different environmental campaigns  
• Develop awareness of advertising techniques  
• Understand media messages and their elements when it comes to   

endangered animals, specifically elephants 
• Illustrate campaigns for elephants in an effective way to create awareness 

 
Vocabulary:  

• Advocacy 
• Awareness 
• Campaign 
• Conservation 
• Demand 
• Habitat Loss  
• Human-Elephant Conflict  
• Ivory 
• Media 
• NGO 
• Poaching  
• Supply 

 
Materials:  

• Disappearing Elephants overview, posters, handouts, and online materials 
• Magazine and newspaper campaigns  
• Endangered animals flyers and advertisements  
• Art supplies (markers, glue, paper) 

 
Procedure:  
Hour one: Understanding the Topic  

 
Using Disappearing Elephants online materials (videos, posters, 
overviews, discussion starters), students will be introduced to different 
threats to elephants. 
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Hour two: Create an Advocacy Poster  
 

a) Students will develop a conceptual understanding of campaigns by 
focusing on how campaign advertisements can help endangered animals. 
Discuss the key elements of a good advertisement. 
 
 Successful advertisement techniques: 
  • “Z” Form: Select one of the ads to demonstrate how eyes  
     track over an ad.  
  • Light: human eyes tend to look towards lighter color  
 
 Teachers can engage students in a conversation about:  
  • Why elephant ivory is a problem?  
  • Who harms the elephants?  
  • Are ads a good way to protect them?  
  • How do different NGOs make advertisements? 
  • What group do you want to see the campaign posters?  
 
b) Hand out magazines, newspapers and have students read through the 
ads and pick out the ones that they think are effective, and discuss 
methods for why they are effective. 
  
c) Ask students to create an ad campaign that will enlighten people on the 
elephant population decline problem 

 
Hour Three: Present your campaigns 

 
Students present their campaigns to the class or post them online. Send 
them to contact@disappearingelepants.com and to go up online! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Teaching Manual



 

Disappearing Elephants 2015                                               Activities 11 

WildAid China poster: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hands Off Our Elephants! By Wildlife Direct: 
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WWF advocacy posters: 
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WWF advocacy posters: 
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96 Elephants campaign for Wildlife Conservation Society: 
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Activities:  
2.2 Advocacy Letter Writing Activity 

 
Disappearing Elephants 

Advocacy Letter Writing Activity 
 
Aim: Students will be able to write an advocacy letter supporting their opinions 
on what governments should do regarding the ivory situation. 
 
Content Objectives: 

• Understand the different levels of government and how they function on a 
global scale (local, national and international) 

• Explain the current threats to African elephants  
• Explain the current threats to Asian elephants 
• Identify possible circumstances where advocacy letter writing can 

influence government  
• Write a letter to local or national government   
• Outline the process of how civil action can influence social change  
• Design a plan to take their advocacy letter to a level where it can create 

change 
 
Vocabulary:

• Advocacy 
• Ban 
• Campaign 
• CITIES 
• Civil society 
• Democracy 
• Freedom of Expression 
• Government 
• International 
• Ivory 
• Local 
• Market  
• National 
• Petition 
• Protest 
• Rights (civil, political, human, animal) 
• Smuggling 
• Social media
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Materials:  
• Disappearing Elephants overview, posters, handouts, and online materials 
• Battle for Elephants DVD/online film 
• Celia Ho’s advocacy letter from the South China Morning Post 
• Washington Post article: “The grisly economics of elephant poaching” 

 
Procedure:  
Hour one: Understanding Advocacy and Democratic Rights to Free Speech 

a) Stimulate discussion about social change: 
• “What rules do you think we should change in our country?” 
• “What rules should change that would make the world a better 

place?” 
• “What would you advocate for?” 

 
b) Create a list of social changes throughout history. As a group, create a 
list of rules that have changed throughout history and have made the 
world a better place (e.g. women voting, laws against racism, gay rights). 
 
c) Create a list of social changes going on today. Students list social 
changes that are happening today and their desires for future social 
changes. Analyze why or why not these changes have been implemented. 
What methods are used to create change? 
 
d) Read advocacy letter from Celia Ho to the South China Morning Post. 

 
Hour two: Research Ivory Topic 

a) Watch the film Battle for Elephants or use Disappearing Elephants 
material to introduce ivory trade issue. 
 
b) Assign article “The grisly economics of elephant poaching” from the 
Washington Post.  

 
Hour three: Writing Their Position 

a) Students will discuss article and video, sharing opinions about whether 
or not we should burn ivory, ban ivory or regulate the trade of ivory. 
 
b) Students will write an advocacy letter to their government on the ivory 
trade. Explain that any position is fine.  
 
c) If students want to pursue taking their activity further, have them create 
a plan for their next steps by posting their letters online or sending them to 
their local governments.  
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                                October 3 2012 
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The grisly economics of 
elephant poaching 

 
 
By Brad Plumer November 6, 2013  
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has declared that it will destroy six tons of 
confiscated African elephant ivory next week — a stockpile amassed over 25 years. 
The aim is to deter ivory poachers, who have been killing record numbers of 
elephants in recent years. 

 
Ivan Lieman/AFP/Getty Images - An elephant is pictured in Tsavo East National Park in southern 
Kenya in January 2013. 
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"We want to send a clear message that the United States will not tolerate ivory 
trafficking and the toll it is taking on elephant populations, particularly in Africa," 
the agency said in a statement. 
 
But does this unconventional tactic actually deter poaching? Countries have 
destroyed their confiscated ivory stockpiles before. Kenya did it twice in 1989 and 
1991. Gabon burned tens of thousands of pounds of ivory, culled from 850 
elephants, just last year. Yet some economists remain skeptical that this is the 
best way to stem the illegal ivory trade — part of a debate over the economics of 
poaching that has persisted for years. 
 
Over at the Property and Environment Research Center, Michael 't Sas-Rolfes, a 
conservation economist based in South Africa, argues that the "ivory crush" could 
actually prove counterproductive. The move will reduce the global supply of ivory 
without affecting demand at all. That, in turn, could drive up the implicit "price" 
and perversely encourage further poaching: 
 
In 1989, Kenya's dramatic ivory burn seemed to have the desired effect. It raised 
global awareness, helped bring about an international ivory trade ban, and 
attracted substantial donations to Kenyan conservation efforts. 
During the last decade, however, Asian demand for ivory has grown and 
continues to do so with rising affluence. Consumer surveys show that demand is 
currently widespread and not always concerned about ethical issues related to the 
source of supply. ... 
 
We know that destroying stockpiles reduces supply, but not necessarily demand. 
The ill-conceived USFWS gesture could create the perception that ivory is an 
increasingly scarce commodity on illegal markets, leading to higher prices and 
further poaching. 
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The Fish & Wildlife Service, for its part, doesn't agree with this. Their position is 
that the confiscated ivory was already off the market, so the destruction won't 
affect global supply much at all. The main point is to send a message that 
poaching is unacceptable. 
 
Fish & Wildlife officials also argue that there's no good way to put the confiscated 
ivory back on the market, to create a legal trade that would satiate demand. That's 
because, they say, doing so would make it easier for poachers to launder illegal 
ivory. Here's an FAQ that the agency has postedon the subject: 
 
Why doesn’t the Service sell the ivory? 
... It is extremely difficult to differentiate legally acquired ivory, such as ivory 
imported in the 1970s, from ivory derived from elephant poaching. Our criminal 
investigations and antismuggling efforts have clearly shown that legal ivory trade 
can serve as a cover for illegal trade. Therefore, selling the ivory stockpile and 
allowing it to enter the marketplace could contribute to increased elephant 
poaching and stimulate even more consumer demand for ivory. 
 
Won’t destroying this ivory make elephant ivory rarer, thus driving up 
the cost and creating a greater incentive for poaching?  
As we explained above, this ivory would never be made available to the 
market. Its destruction has no impact on the overall supply and does not create 
any incentive for poaching. By demonstrating our commitment to combat 
poaching and illegal trade, and to arrest and prosecute people who engage in 
these activities, we are providing a strong disincentive to poachers and wildlife 
traffickers. 
 
The economics of the ivory trade has always been a difficult subject, stretching 
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back for years. Back in 1989, some 175 countries agreed to a global moratorium 
on ivory sales. But then, in 1999 and again in 2008, a few countries, including 
South Africa, Namibia, and Zimbabwe, were allowed to sell off some of their ivory 
stockpiles legally, with the proceeds going toward conservation. 
 
Those "one-off" sales triggered a fierce debate. Critics argued that legal sales 
would lead to an uptick in poaching by making it easier for illegal ivory to go 
undetected. Proponents argued that the sales would reduce demand for poaching 
and raise money for elephant protection. Studies have been fairlyinconclusive on 
this question, with evidence on both sides. (Sas-Rolfesoffers reasons to think the 
sales weren't very beneficial for elephant conservation.) 
 
Either way, poaching remains extremely hard to eradicate. An estimated30,000 
elephants were killed in 2012, the most in three decades. Rhino poaching is also 
approaching record highs. Much of the recent surge in demand has come from 
China, where ivory can sell for $1,000 per pound in some regions. 

 
Ivory tusks are displayed after being confiscated in Hong Kong after a seizure on Jan. 5, 2013. 
(Kin Cheung/AP) 
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In a 2010 essay for New Scientist, wildlife trafficking expert Tom Miliken also 
pointed to gaps in law enforcement as another major reason for the surge in 
poaching. African countries that span the elephants' western range make 
surprisingly few seizures each year. And illicit markets have sprung up all over the 
world, from Nigeria and Egypt to China and Vietnam. Meanwhile, Asian crime 
syndicates have played an increasingly large role in moving the ivory from Africa 
to Asia. 
 
The Fish & Wildlife Services' "ivory crush" is just one of several efforts the United 
States is making to stem the resurgent trade. Earlier this year, President 
Obama pledged $10 million in aid to Africa to fight poaching and created an inter-
agency task force on wildlife trafficking. 
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Activities:  
2.3 Trade Route Mapping Activity 

Disappearing Elephants 
Trade Route Mapping Activity 

Aim: Students will be introduced to international trade and will be able to 
understand the complex trading system that surround the legal and illegal ivory 
markets. 

Content Objectives: 
• Outline ivory trade routes throughout the century
• Locate different ivory trading hubs throughout the world
• Explain the changing ivory trade routes and the illegal ivory market
• Examine and question changing trade routes as the result of international

regulations and changing market demand
• Predict future ivory trade routes
• Label and define maps

Vocabulary:
• Ban
• Black market
• CITIES
• Customs
• Demand
• Export
• Free trade
• International trade
• Import
• Ivory
• Market
• Port
• Raw ivory
• Seize
• Smuggling
• Stockpile
• Supply
• Trade route
• Traffic
• Worked ivory
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Materials:
• Disappearing Elephants overview, posters, handouts, and online materials
• Large world maps for students
• Colored pencils and markets

Procedure: 
Hour one: Understanding International Trade 

a) Students will divide into groups and the label on one of their items of
clothing, making a list of where their clothes/belongings came from. Next 
they will identify those countries on a map. Discuss different ways that 
materials travel throughout the world and why they take the routes they 
do. 

b) Have students pick one of their clothes items and write the story of how
they think the item got from the original country to its final destination. 

Hour two: Research Ivory Trade Routes 
a) Watch the film Battle for Elephants or use Disappearing Elephants
material to explain ivory trade issue. 

b) Assign trade route map activity. Students will research different trade
routes throughout history as their homework. Ask students to prepare a list 
of countries that have demanded ivory and a list of countries that have 
supplied ivory. 

Hour three: Create the Map 
a) Students will pair up into groups of two or three and receive a large map
of the world and colored markers. Explain that students must map the 
changing trade routes of the ivory throughout the past century: the colonial 
days, during the CITIES ban, and modern routes. Let them explore 
possible illegal routes if they can justify their answers. Have students use 
different colors to represent different trade routes throughout time.  
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Brianna Rowe
Ivory Trade Routes Throughout History

Brianna Rowe
2. Using different colours to represent different years, map the known trade routes of ivory during different time periods during
    the 20th century.  

Brianna Rowe
1. Identify where ivory is found (supplied) and where ivory is consumed (demanded)
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Activities:  
2.4 Ivory Ban Debate 

Disappearing Elephants 
Ivory Ban Debate Activity 

Aim: Students will be able to understand the perspective on the ivory trade ban 
from multiple viewpoints.  

Content Objectives: 
• Identify stakeholders in the ivory trade.
• Summarize the viewpoint of at least one stakeholder.
• Argue in support of or against other stakeholders using your stakeholder’s

viewpoint.
• Support your stakeholder’s viewpoint using evidence.

Vocabulary: 
• Argument
• Ban
• Black market
• Confiscate
• Conservation
• Debate
• Demand
• Domestic
• Enforcement
• Extradite
• Import
• Ivory
• Lobby
• NGO
• Petition
• Poaching
• Protest
• Rebuttal
• Seize
• Smuggle
• Stigmatize
• Stakeholder
• Stockpile
• Tusk
• Unabated
• Viewpoint
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Materials: 
• Disappearing Elephants overview, posters, handouts, and online materials
• National Geographic and South China Morning Post articles
• Vocabulary worksheet
• Stakeholder worksheet
• Place cards for stakeholder debate
• Timer

Procedure: 
Hour one: Understanding the Topic 
1. Semantic map

a) Teacher writes the word elephant on the board, elicits related words
from students. There is no need to correct, add, or otherwise modify 
students answers; they will learn more in the coming days and may want 
to add or change their answers later (this is up to the discretion of the 
teacher to decide if this activity will be revisited after students learn more) 

2. Students are assigned to read two articles:
a) National Geographic article “In Hong Kong, Kids Take Action to Stop
the Illegal Ivory Trade” 

b) SCMP article “Ban all ivory sales, conservation groups urge
government” 

c) Students will be given a vocabulary exercise sheet to underline new
words from the article and write and define them on another sheet. 

d) Students will summarize the article in a few sentences.
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3. Homework: Stakeholder list
a) Students will create a list of stakeholders based on prior knowledge and
the articles they read in class. This list should include, but not be limited 
to, the governments of countries with elephants or those that trade or 
purchase ivory, poachers, smugglers around the world, consumers who 
purchase ivory, merchants who sell ivory, and conservation organizations 
that lead elephant protection efforts. 

b) Ask some guiding questions:
• “Who protects elephants?”
• “Who harms elephants?”
• “Who profits from elephants?”
• “Where do elephants live?”
• “Where are elephant related products bought and sold?”

Hour two: Taking a Viewpoint 

1. Share stakeholders
a) Students first work in groups of three or four and share the stakeholders
they listed 
b) Students share their stakeholders with the class (novel ideas only)

2. Thinkpairshare
Think: Write the questions “Should ivory trade be legal? Why or why not?” 
on the board. Students should take up to three minutes to write as much 
as they can to answer these questions. 
Pair: Students discuss their answers with a partner.  
Share: Students share their best ideas with the whole class. 

3. Students are assigned a stakeholder. They should research the stakeholder
and determine if this individual, group, organization, or government would oppose 
or support a ban on ivory trade. Students should find evidence to support this 
view.  

4. Students prepare a summary of the stakeholder’s view on ivory trade.
Summaries may be one to five paragraphs. This will prepare them for the debate. 
Remind students that they are acting like the stakeholder and they must take 
their stakeholder’s viewpoint.  
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Hour three: Debate 

On the last day students will use their research to debate with other groups why 
they believe there should or should not be a ban on ivory trade. They should 
speak from the perspective of their stakeholder. 

Structure of a debate: 
1. Opening Remarks: Moderator introduces stakeholders and explains that

they will time different representatives during the debate. Representatives
are asked to debate the question: “Should ivory trade be banned?”

2. First stakeholder: 90 second introduction and argument
3. Rebuttal/argument from second stakeholder: 90 second rebuttal
4. (continue to gives each stakeholder 90 seconds present their case)
5. Once all representatives have had the chance to talk, the moderator

facilitates the debate
6. At the end of the debate, the representatives can vote on the issue.
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Vocabulary List 

Word Translation Definition 
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Stakeholder List 

Stakeholder Name Where are they 
Located? 

What is their relationships to ivory? 
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In Hong Kong, Kids Take Action to Stop the Illegal Ivory 
Trade 
Schoolchildren are working together to raise awareness of the toll of the illegal ivory trade. 

Laurel Neme for National Geographic 
PUBLISHED APRIL 24, 2014 

Nellie Shute created and sold elephant gift cards, raising $250, which she donated for the care of an elephant 
orphan. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY KATRINA SHUTE 
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Hong Kong schoolchildren are transforming attitudes about elephant ivory through small actions 
that are having a big impact. 

Hong Kong is at the heart of the ivory black market. Its bustling ports are a major entry point for 
smuggled ivory shipped from Africa to Asia. In recent years officials have seized huge amounts of 
ivory: 3.4 tons in 2011, 5.6 tons in 2012, and about 7 tons in the first ten months of 2013. 

Now, kids in Hong Kong are using school projects, letter-writing campaigns, petitions, and protests 
to educate their peers and parents about the true origins of decorative ivory. As a result, they're 
helping change habits and policies. 

Meet Nellie Shute 

When Nellie Shute, a 12-year-old at the Hong Kong International School, read articles about the 
ivory confiscations, she was horrified by how many elephants must have been killed. She did a 
school project on it, and when she presented her work, her classmates too were shocked. They 
promised to tell their parents, many of whom owned things made with ivory. 

"I knew I'd made a difference, even though it was only a small number of kids," Shute said. "And I 
knew I had to do more to spread the 'no to ivory' message." 

A baby elephant plays with its caretaker at the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in Kenya. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY MICHAEL NICHOLS, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

Disappearing Elephants 2015 Activities 34

 
Teaching Manual

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fpages%2FNellie-for-Ellies%2F547811455306504&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFKK-RwxYjUiVErg7Kg3OkahVgRAg


So Shute contacted Elephant Voices, a Kenya-based NGO cofounded by Joyce Poole. When 
Elephant Voices shared her letter on their Facebook page, Shute was overwhelmed by the more 
than 600 people who commented and themselves shared it. 

Determined to do more, she created and sold elephant gift cards, raising $250, which she donated 
for the care of an elephant orphan at the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in Kenya. 

Education: The Wrong Kind 

The Hong Kong government often displays confiscated ivory at schools and libraries for 
"educational" purposes. Yet Shute believes the displays are counterproductive. 

"My school was given the tusks to educate students," she said. "But it wasn't doing that at all. 
Actually, it was reinforcing the idea that it's acceptable to display ivory as artwork. Kids were 
walking past and saying, 'Wow, that's so cool.' It wasn't cool at all. An elephant was killed and had its 
face ripped off so that those tusks could be there." 

Shute wrote to her principal explaining how she felt. She was nervous but heartened by his 
response. He said the school hadn't thought about it that way and that she was right. 

He agreed to send the ivory back to the government, and when it was returned last December, the 
shipment included a petition organized by Shute with more than 500 signatures from students and 
teachers explaining why the school didn't want the ivory and why the government should go a step 
further and destroy its entire ivory stockpile. 

More than four million euros' worth of seized elephant tusks, rhino horns, and leopard skins were on display at the 
Hong Kong Customs and Excise headquarters in August 2013. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ALEX HOFFORD, EPA/CORIS 

Disappearing Elephants 2015 Activities 35

 
Teaching Manual

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.elephantvoices.org%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFZVrwwFLbxR6oq5yI9Vzn7DC1jBQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org%2Findex.asp&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFja3yjRhHni1klHBCtqSfKJDll8w


Christina Seigrist and Lucy Skrine 

Christina Seigrist, a nine-year-old at the Chinese International School in Hong Kong, learned what 
was happening to elephants from her parents and their friends, who work in conservation. 

She was encouraged to act by her school's theme, "Let's make the world a better place," and by her 
involvement in the Jane Goodall Institute's Roots and Shoots program. 

"I was really worried that if we don't do anything, I will not be able to see elephants in real life when 
I grow up," Seigrist said. 

Seigrist's friend, Lucy Lan Skrine, an 11-year-old at the Independent Schools Foundation Academy, 
had watched a National Geographic documentary on rhino poaching and later discovered that 
elephants are poached too. 

"This really angered me, having met an elephant up close in Thailand," Skrine said. "Knowing these 
friendly, harmless animals could be extinct made me want to help." 

In September 2013 the two girls joined with Nellie Shute to form the Elephant Angels. 

Angel Power 

On January 22, the Elephant Angels delivered a petition to the Hong Kong government advocating 
destruction of its ivory stockpile. They had garnered more than 18,000 signatures, nearly double 
their goal of 10,000. 

On January 23, the Hong Kong government announced its intention to destroy 95 percent (28 tons) 
of its almost 30-ton ivory stockpile. Slated for May 15, this will be the world's largest ivory 
destruction so far. 

Overjoyed, the children sent handmade cards to officials with the words, "Thank you 11,000 times" 
(the number of dead elephants the stockpile represents). 

"It's a way of putting their memory to rest," Shute said. 

Protesting Ivory Sales 

The angels didn't stop there. 

"If the government is serious about saving elephants, they shouldn't allow shops to sell ivory at all, 
because that just encourages demand," Shute said. 

Domestic legal ivory sales often provide a cover for illegal ivory. Undercover video footage released 
on February 12 showed staff at two Chinese Arts & Crafts (H.K.) Ltd. stores telling customers how 
to illegally smuggle ivory across borders. (A company spokesperson said its ivory crafts were sold 
legally under relevant laws and noted that Hong Kong's Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation 
Department monitors local sales.) 
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On February 15 the angels staged a protest at one of the stores. Standing in front of a window 
display of a massive set of tusks, they handed out leaflets and talked to shoppers about the true 
source of the ivory. 

Children and adults protest the illegal ivory trade at the International March for Elephants in Hong Kong on October 
4, 2013. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ALEX HOFFORD 

"When we were protesting, people were wondering what was happening, and they stopped and 
read our posters," Seigrist said. "I speak Chinese, and I was able to talk to kids visiting from mainland 
China that elephants are killed for their ivory. It was shocking to find out that they thought the 
tusks just fall off the elephants. They were horrified and immediately told their parents right there 
not to buy the ivory." 

She continued: "There was one old Chinese man on his bicycle. He was looking at the pictures of 
the killed elephants, then suddenly he fell off his bike and started crying and asking how could 
anyone do this to an animal. I was so sad to see him crying." 

After the protest, the group received many interview requests. "We were happy with these results 
because the news, radio, and TV stations have the power to teach more people about the cause," 
Skrine said. 
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More Students Join the Fight 

On March 15, students at Clearwater Bay School organized their own protest. 

Researching the illegal ivory trade for a school project, they'd interviewed Alex Hofford, cofounder 
of Hong Kong for Elephants and a consultant for WildAid. They'd also visited a Chinese Arts & Crafts 
store and were concerned about the ivory. 

"I don't want to see any type of animal become extinct just because people want money," said 
Clearwater's Giacomo Faye. "I want the next generation of humans to see them up close and not on 
their iPad or TV." 

Shortly after the protest, the company announced it had "suspended the business of selling ivory 
products at all [its] branches." 
"It goes to show that the power of schoolkids protesting on their doorstep every month was not 
lost on Chinese Arts & Crafts," Hofford said. 

The children were pleased with the result. 

"It's one giant leap to stopping the ivory trade," Faye said. 

"If it's not in the shops, people can't buy it," Shute added. "If they can't buy it, hopefully they will no 
longer want it." 

The ivory suspension is a potent statement, but it will have little impact on the company's bottom 
line. Chinese Arts & Crafts represents a small part (perhaps 3 to 5 percent) of the sales of its parent 
company, China Resources Enterprise, whose core business is food and drinks. Furthermore, 
because the company sells ivory products on consignment, it can simply return them to the 
consignee. 

Toward a Total Ban 

Hong Kong's Elephant Angels are now set on winning a total ban on ivory sales. They've started 
another petition, which has already garnered thousands of signatures and are planning a protest, 
on May 14. 

After they targeted the second largest ivory retailer in Hong Kong, Wing On Department Store, it 
announced today that, effective July 7, 2014, it would stop selling ivory. Now they have the third 
largest, Yue Hwa Chinese Products Emporium, in their sights. 

Children around the world can lend their support to this cause, said Christina Seigrist. "I would ask 
them to share this with many of their friends, and also do a presentation at their school." 

"Remember, this is our planet, and these are our animals," Skrine added. "It's up to this generation 
to save them before they die out." 

"Don't be afraid to stand up for what you believe in," Shute advised. "If you do nothing, nothing will 
change. Our young voices can be very powerful, and people will listen. You just have to speak up!" 
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Ban all ivory sales, conservation groups urge government 
As city prepares to burn its 30-tonne pile of seized ivory, conservationists say more action is 
needed to save elephants from extinction 

PUBLISHED : Wednesday, 14 May, 2014, 4:00am 
Danny Leedanny.lee@scmp.com 

The coalition's demands come as the city prepares to incinerate the first batch of its seized ivory 
stockpile. Photo: Felix Wong 

A coalition of animal welfare and conservation groups is demanding the government impose a 
complete ban on the sale of elephant ivory in Hong Kong. 

The coalition, led by local charity group Hong Kong for Elephants, wrote to Chief Executive Leung 
Chun-ying to make the demand, which comes as the city prepares to begin incinerating its stockpile 
of seized ivory. 

"To stigmatise ivory consumption, reduce demand and improve enforcement efforts, our coalition 
is now calling on the Hong Kong government to outlaw all ivory sales in the Hong Kong Special 
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Administrative Region," said the letter signed by Hong Kong for Elephants co-founder Alex Hofford 
and actress Sharon Kwok Sau-wan. 
Since a 1989 worldwide ban on the international trade in ivory, Hong Kong shops with 
government-issued licences have been able to sell certain types of ivory, including products carved 
before 1989, ivory from the tusks of extinct mammoths, and ivory bought from government 
stockpile sales in southern Africa. 

The group has gathered more than 50 signatures from senior executives and directors of charities 
in 23 countries that are working to eradicate elephant poaching in Africa. The signatories include 
WildAid executive director Peter Knights, International Fund for Animal Welfare's Asia director Grace 
Ge Gabriel and International Animal Rescue chief executive Alan Knight. 

The city will burn the first batch of its 30-tonne ivory stockpile tomorrow to discourage illegal 
imports. Up to three tonnes can be burnt in a batch. But the coalition said the incineration "did not 
go far enough" and that a total ban on ivory sales in the city would help enforce the government's 
message. 

Hofford and Kwok said Hong Kong should follow Beijing's example. In December, China and 30 other 
countries at a summit in Botswana signed an agreement that rendered the trade of ivory a serious 
crime, enforceable under international law. The nations agreed to coordinate intelligence efforts to 
seize illegal ivory shipments, extradite ivory traders and enforce stricter prison sentences. 

"The killing of elephants must be stopped and Hong Kong has a central role to play," said Hofford 
and Kwok. 

"Scientists estimate that if current poaching rates continue unabated, key African elephant 
populations could be wiped out within the next few years. 

"No one needs ivory products, but we do need to save elephants - one of the planet's most iconic 
and ecologically important animals - from wanton slaughter and extinction." 

The activists had cause for celebration when retail giant Yue Hwa announced last Friday that it had 
axed its sales of ivory after mounting pressure. 

It was the last of three major department chains engaged in the ivory trade to scrap its sales. The 
other two were Chinese Arts and Crafts and Wing On Department Stores. 

Lawmaker Elizabeth Quat said she would help the activists lobby for a ban on ivory sales. 

This article appeared in the South China Morning Post print edition as Ban all ivory sales, groups urge C.Y. Leung 
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Activities:  
2.5 Human Rights vs. Animal Rights 

Disappearing Elephants 
Human Rights vs. Animal Rights Activity 

Aim: Students will create a declaration of animal rights. 

Content/process objectives: 
• Summarize the International Bill of Human Rights
• Classify human rights (from the International Bill of Human Rights) into

rights people in your country always have, sometimes have, or never have
• Understand the process for trials
• Justify your stance on the Tilikum vs. SeaWorld case
• Propose policy for an International Bill of Animal Rights

Vocabulary: 
• Adequate
• Arbitrary
• Assembly
• Asylum
• Bondage
• Complaint
• Compulsory
• Degrade
• Deprive
• Detain
• Discriminate
• Dissolution
• Exile
• Expel
• Exploit
• Justice
• Liberty
• Persecution
• Prohibit
• Sanctuary
• Security
• Servitude
• Slavery
• Social security
• Torture
• Trial
• Welfare
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Materials: 
• Disappearing Elephants overview, posters, handouts, and online materials
• Copies of articles
• Markers
• Poster paper
• Post-it notes

Hour one: Human Rights Discussion (using jigsaw method for cooperative 
learning) 

1. Introduction to Human Rights: “What human rights do you have?”
a) Students take five minutes to write down as many human rights that
they believe that they have. 
b) Students divide into home groups to share their lists of human rights.
The home group decides on a list of human rights. 

2. Introduction to the International Bill of Human Rights:
a) Introduce the United Nations sponsored International Bill of Human
Rights. Provide a brief background on the three components of the 
International Bill of Human Rights. A more complete background and 
explanation can be found in Fact Sheet No. 2 (Rev. 1), The International 
Bill of Human Rights. 

i. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)
• Adopted by the General Assembly on 10 December 1948
• 48 nations voted for the declaration, zero against, and 8

abstentions

ii. International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
(ICESR)
• Entered into force on 3 January 1976
• Ratified or acceded by 132 nations as of September 1995

iii. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)
• Entered into force 23 March 1976
• Ratified or acceded by 132 nations as of 30 September 1995 (but

not all the same countries as the ICESR)

b) Students divide from their home groups into three new groups to study
one of three summaries from the International Bill of Human Rights 

i. Their objective is to decide as a group on the most important
points in the given document. They could agree on a top five, 
summarize the most important ideas on a poster, or just take notes 
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about what everyone agrees are the main ideas. There are only 
three documents, so there will be more than one student from each 
home group studying a given document. 

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (least complex)
2. International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights

(ICESR) 
3. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

(most complex) 

c) Students return to their home groups and share the main ideas from
their work groups. They should use their collective ideas to design one 
simple document to serve as an International Bill of Rights summary. This 
can be a top ten list, a written summary, or a poster. 

3. Homework : “Are all of these rights given in all countries?”
a) Students choose one country that they are interested in or familiar with
and write a paragraph about the rights that are always, sometimes, or 
never granted to people in that country.  

Hour two: Prepare for mock trial, Tilikum vs. SeaWorld 

1. Introduction to Animal Rights : “Should animals be allowed the same rights we
talked about in the last class? Why or why not?” 

a) Students take five minutes to write their answers
b) Students share their ideas with a partner for three minutes
c) Pairs then share their ideas either in a group or as a class for five to ten
minutes. 

2. Introduce Tilikum Case: Students will read the articles “PETA lawsuit alleges
SeaWorld enslaves killer whales” from CNN and “PETA vs. SeaWorld: Federal 
Judge Hears Killer Whales Slavery Lawsuit” from International Business Times 

a) Students should then decide which side they agree with in this case
i. PETA believes killer whales that are forced to perform at
SeaWorld are the equivalent of slaves 
ii. SeaWorld  believes that killer whales that perform are NOT the
equivalent of slaves 

b) Students will then get different readings based on their stance
i. If students support PETA, then they will get another article, “PETA
and Orcas Prepare for Groundbreaking Legal Case” from PETA’s 
website  
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ii. If students support SeaWorld, then they will get a different article,
“PETA’s bid to free  SeaWorld orcas may not get far” from the Los 
Angeles Times 

c) Student can then prepare for the mock trial. They can use arguments
from the articles to support their stance, and they can do additional 
research and design their own arguments. 

Hour three: Mock Trial 

1. The mock trial can be organized in different ways, based upon available
resources and student abilities: 

a) There can be one trial in which one student or a small group of students
act as the complainant attorneys and defense attorneys. Remaining 
students can take notes, support the attorneys, serve as witnesses or 
serve as jurors. The teacher can be the judge, or a student can assume 
that role.  

b) There can be multiple mock trials taking place at one time. Additional
adults or students can serve as judges, there can be one attorney or a 
small group for each side, and other students can be jurors, witnesses or 
support the attorneys. 

2. At the conclusion of the trial (either through a judges ruling or from a jury’s
decision) students will be given some or all of the following documents to read 
(listed in order from least advanced to most advanced). 

a. “‘SeaWorld’s Whales are NOT Slaves’: Judges throws out PETA lawsuit
saying the 13th amendment only applies to humans” from the Daily Mail 
b. “How PETA’s Lawsuit Against SeaWorld Could End Factory Farming”
from The Atlantic 
c. The Case Forever Known as Tilikum v. SeaWorld PETA
d. United States District Court, Southern District of California, Tilikum et al
vs. SeaWorld 

3. A short discussion can follow the conclusion of the trial to lead into the activity
for the next day. The class should address the question, “What rights, if any, 
should all animals have?” Students should answer this question for homework. 

Hour four: Create a Declaration of Animal Rights 

1. Students should share their opinions on what rights should and should not be
afforded to animals in their work groups 
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2. Main lesson  Review International Bill of Human Rights

a) Revisit the human rights summaries created in hour one, but remind
students to think about these same rights in the context of animals. 

b) Students should think about all of the rights from the International Bill of
Human Rights and think about which ones are appropriate for animals and 
which ones are inappropriate.  

c) Students should then return to their work groups to create a Universal
Declaration of Animal Rights (create a poster to present the rights) 

3. Conclusion  Share Universal Declaration of Animal Rights

a) Each group should have a completed poster that can be placed on the
walls around the room. 

b) Gallery walk  In work groups, students will rotate from one poster to the
next, comparing the list of rights. Students should have post it notes to 
attach to the posters if they want to make comments (in fact students can 
be required to attach at least one post it to each poster, either to agree 
with something, disagree with something, or ask a question).  

c) Finally, students should be given the original Universal Declaration of
Animal Rights, submitted to UNESCO by the International League for 
Animal Rights in 1978 (it was not formally accepted by UNESCO, 
subsequent attempts have not been accepted yet either) to compare with 
their own ideas. 
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Universal Declaration of Human Right, United Nations, Geneva, June 1996 
Adopted by the UN General Assembly on 10 December 1948 (Unofficial Summary) 

Article 1 All human beings are born free and equal. 

Article 2 Everyone is entitled to the same rights without discrimination of any kind. 

Article 3 Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and security 

Article 4 No one shall be held in slavery or servitude. 

Article 5 No one shall be subjected to torture or cruel or degrading treatment or punishment. 

Article 6 Everyone has the right to be recognized everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 7 Everyone is equal before the law and has the right to equal protection of the law. 

Article 8 Everyone has the right to justice. 

Article 9 No one shall be arrested, detained, or exiled arbitrarily. 

Article 10 Everyone has the right to a fair trial. 

Article 11 Everyone has the right to be presumed innocent until proven guilty. 

Article 12 Everyone has the right to privacy. 

Article 13 Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and to leave and return to one's country. 

Article 14 Everyone has the right to seek asylum from persecution. 

Article 15 Everyone has the right to a nationality 

Article 16 All adults have the right to marry and found a family. Women and men have equal rights to marry. 

Article 17 Everyone has the right to own property. 

Article 18 Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 

Article 19 Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression. 

Article 20 Everyone has the right to peaceful assembly and association. 

Article 21 Everyone has the right to take part in government of one's country. 

Article 22 Everyone has the right to social security and to the realization of the economic, social and 

cultural rights indispensable for dignity. 

Article 23 Everyone has the right to work, to just conditions of work, to protection against unemployment, to 

equal pay for equal work, to sufficient pay to ensure a dignified existence, and to join a trade union. 

Article 24 Everyone has the right to rest and leisure. 

Article 25 Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for health and well-being, including food, 

clothing, housing, medical care and necessary social services. 

Article 26 Everyone has the right to education. 

Article 27 Everyone has the right to participate freely in the cultural life of the community. 

Article 28 Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which these rights can be realized fully. 

Article 29 Everyone has duties to the community. 

Article 30 No person, group or government has the right to destroy any of these rights. 
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) 
Adopted and opened for signature by UN General Assembly 16 December 1966, entry into force 
23 March 1976 

Article 1 All peoples have the right of self-determination, including the right to determine their political status 

and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development. 

Article 2 Each State must respect and ensure to all people within its territory and jurisdiction all rights in this 

treaty without discrimination of any kind. 

Article 3 The States ensures the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all rights in this treaty. 

Article 4-5 In order to promote the general welfare in a democratic society the exercise of these rights may 

be subject to certain limitations. These restrictions may only be used to protect national security, public order, 

or the rights and freedoms of others. 

Article 6 Everyone has the right to life. 

Article 7 No one shall be subjected to torture or cruel or degrading treatment or punishment. 

Article 8 No one shall be held in slavery or servitude. 

Article 9 Everyone has the right to liberty and security. No one shall be arrested or detained arbitrarily. 

Article 10 Everyone deprived of liberty shall be treated with respect. 

Article 11 No one shall be imprisoned merely for failing to pay a debt. 

Article 12 Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and to leave and enter his own country. 

Article 13 An alien lawfully in the territory of a State Party may be expelled only in accordance with law. 

Article 14 Everyone is equal before the law. Everyone has the right to a fair trial. Everyone has the right to be 

presumed innocent until proven guilty. No one may be compelled to testify against himself. 

Article 15 No one shall be held guilty of when the act was not a criminal offense at the time it was committed. 

Article 16 Everyone has the right to be recognized everywhere as a person before the law. 

Article 17 Everyone has the right to privacy. 

Article 18 Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 

Article 19 Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression. 

Article 20 Propaganda for war shall be prohibited. Hate speech that constitutes incitement to discrimination 

or violence shall be prohibited. 

Article 21 Everyone has the right to peaceful assembly. 

Article 22 Everyone has the right to freedom of association, including the right to join a trade union. 

Article 23 All adults have the right to marry and found a family. Women and men have equal rights to marry. 

Article 24 Every child shall have protection as required by his status as a minor, without discrimination of any 

kind. Every child has the right to a nationality. 

Article 25 Every citizen has the right to take part in public affairs and to vote. 

Article 26 Everyone is equal before the law and has the right to equal protection, without discrimination 

Article 27 Ethnic, religious, or linguistic minorities shall not be denied the right to enjoy their own culture. 
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Fact Sheet No.2 (Rev.1), The International Bill of Human Rights

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason
and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS (art. 1),
adopted by General Assembly resolution 217 A (III) of 10 December 1948.

Contents:

• Background
• Universal Declaration of Human Rights
• International Covenants on Human Rights
• Worldwide influence of the International Bill of Human Rights

• Annex: The International Bill of Human Rights
-  Universal Declaration of Human Rights
-  International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
-  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
-  Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
-  Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the
abolition of the death penalty

Background

The International Bill of Human Rights consists of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and its two Optional Protocols.

Human rights had already found expression in the Covenant of the League of Nations, which led, inter alia,
to the creation of the International Labour Organisation. At the 1945 San Francisco Conference, held to draft
the Charter of the United Nations, a proposal to embody a "Declaration on the Essential Rights of Man" was
put forward but was not examined because it required more detailed consideration than was possible at the
time. The Charter clearly speaks of "promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion" (Art. 1, para. 3). The
idea of promulgating an "international bill of rights" was also considered by many as basically implicit in the
Charter.

The Preparatory Commission of the United Nations, which met immediately after the closing session of the
San Francisco Conference, recommended that the Economic and Social Council should, at its first session,
establish a commission for the promotion of human rights as envisaged in Article 68 of the Charter.
Accordingly, the Council established the Commission on Human Rights early in 1946.

At its first session, in 1946, the General Assembly considered a draft Declaration on Fundamental Human
Rights and Freedoms and transmitted it to the Economic and Social Council "for reference to the Commission
on Human Rights for consideration . . . in its preparation of an international bill of rights" (resolution 43 (I)).
The Commission, at its first session early in 1947, authorized its officers to formulate what it termed "a
preliminary draft International Bill of Human Rights". Later the work was taken over by a formal drafting
committee, consisting of members of the Commission from eight States, selected with due regard for
geographical distribution.

Towards the Universal Declaration

In the beginning, different views were expressed about the form the bill of rights should take. The Drafting
Committee decided to prepare two documents: one in the form of a declaration, which would set forth
general principles or standards of human rights; the other in the form of a convention, which would define
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specific rights and their limitations. Accordingly, the Committee transmitted to the Commission on Human
Rights draft articles of an international declaration and an international convention on human rights. At its
second session, in December 1947, the Commission decided to apply the term "International Bill of Human
Rights" to the series of documents in preparation and established three working groups: one on the
declaration, one on the convention (which it renamed "covenant") and one on implementation. The
Commission revised the draft declaration at its third session, in May/June 1948, taking into consideration
comments received from Governments. It did not have time, however, to consider the covenant or the
question of implementation. The declaration was therefore submitted through the Economic and Social
Council to the General Assembly, meeting in Paris.

By its resolution 217 A (III) of 10 December 1948, the General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights as the first of these projected instruments.

Towards the International Covenants

On the same day that it adopted the Universal Declaration, the General Assembly requested the Commission
on Human Rights to prepare, as a matter of priority, a draft covenant on human rights and draft measures
of implementation. The Commission examined the text of the draft covenant in 1949 and the following year
it revised the first 18 articles, on the basis of comments received from Governments. In 1950, the General
Assembly declared that "the enjoyment of civic and political freedoms and of economic, social and cultural
rights are interconnected and interdependent" (resolution 421 (V), sect. E). The Assembly thus decided to
include in the covenant on human rights economic, social and cultural rights and an explicit recognition of
the equality of men and women in related rights, as set forth in the Charter. In 1951, the Commission
drafted 14 articles on economic, social and cultural rights on the basis of proposals made by Governments
and suggestions by specialized agencies. It also formulated 10 articles on measures for implementation of
those rights under which States parties to the covenant would submit periodic reports. After a long debate
at its sixth session, in 1951/1952, the General Assembly requested the Commission "to draft two Covenants
on Human Rights, . . . one to contain civil and political rights and the other to contain economic, social and
cultural rights" (resolution 543 (VI), para. 1). The Assembly specified that the two covenants should contain
as many similar provisions as possible. It also decided to include an article providing that "all peoples shall
have the right of self-determination" (resolution 545 (VI)).

The Commission completed preparation of the two drafts at its ninth and tenth sessions, in 1953 and 1954.
The General Assembly reviewed those texts at its ninth session, in 1954, and decided to give the drafts the
widest possible publicity in order that Governments might study them thoroughly and that public opinion
might express itself freely. It recommended that its Third Committee start an article-by-article discussion of
the texts at its tenth session, in 1955. Although the article-by-article discussion began as scheduled, it was
not until 1966 that the preparation of the two covenants was completed.

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights were adopted by the General Assembly by its resolution 2200 A (XXI) of 16 December
1966. The first Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, adopted by the
same resolution, provided international machinery for dealing with communications from individuals claiming
to be victims of violations of any of the rights set forth in the Covenant.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted and proclaimed by the General Assembly

as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that every individual and
every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in mind, shall strive by teaching and education to
promote respect for these rights and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to
secure their universal and effective recognition and observance, both among, the peoples of Member States
themselves and among the peoples of territories under their jurisdiction.

Forty-eight States voted in favour of the Declaration, none against, with eight abstentions. In a statement
following the voting, the President of the General Assembly pointed out that adoption of the Declaration was
"a remarkable achievement, a step forward in the great evolutionary process. It was the first occasion on
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which the organized community of nations had made a Declaration of human rights and fundamental
freedoms. The instrument was backed by the authority of the body of opinion of the United Nations as a
whole, and millions of people -men, women and children all over the world- would turn to it for help,
guidance and inspiration.

The Declaration consists of a preamble and 30 articles, setting forth the human rights and fundamental
freedoms to which all men and women, everywhere in the world, are entitled, without any discrimination.

Article 1, which lays down the philosophy on which the Declaration is based, reads:

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

The article thus defines the basic assumptions of the Declaration: that the right to liberty and equality is
man's birthright and cannot be alienated: and that, because man is a rational and moral being, he is
different from other creatures on earth and therefore entitled to certain rights and freedoms which other
creatures do not enjoy.

Article 2, which sets out the basic principle of equality and non discrimination as regards the enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms, forbids "distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status".

Article 3, the first cornerstone of the Declaration, proclaims the right to life, liberty and security of person -a
right essential to the enjoyment of all other rights. This article introduces articles 4 to 21, in which other civil
and political rights are set out, including: freedom from slavery and servitude; freedom from torture and
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment; the right to recognition everywhere as a person
before the law; the right to an effective judicial remedy; freedom from arbitrary arrest, detention or exile;
the right to a fair trial and public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal; the right to be presumed
innocent until proved guilty; freedom from arbitrary interference with privacy, family, home or
correspondence; freedom of movement and residence; the right of asylum; the right to a nationality; the
right to marry and to found a family; the right to own property; freedom of thought, conscience and
religion; freedom of opinion and expression; the right to peaceful assembly and association; and the right to
take part in the government of one's country and to equal access to public service in one's country.

Article 22, the second cornerstone of the Declaration, introduces articles 23 to 27, in which economic, social
and cultural rights -the rights to which everyone is entitled "as a member of society" -are set out. The article
characterizes these rights as indispensable for human dignity and the free development of personality, and
indicates that they are to be realized "through national effort and international cooperation". At the same
time, it points out the limitations of realization, the extent of which depends on the resources of each State.

The economic, social and cultural rights recognized in articles 22 to 27 include the right to social security;
the right to work; the right to equal pay for equal work; the right to rest and leisure; the right to a standard
of living adequate for health and well-being; the right to education; and the right to participate in the
cultural life of the community.

The concluding articles, articles 28 to 30, recognize that everyone is entitled to a social and international
order in which the human rights and fundamental freedoms set forth in the Declaration may be fully
realized, and stress the duties and responsibilities which each individual owes to his community. Article 29
states that "in the exercise of his rights and freedoms, everyone shall be subject only to such limitations as
are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and
freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public order and the general welfare in
a democratic society". It adds that in no case may human rights and fundamental freedoms be exercised
contrary to the purposes and principles of the United Nations. Article 30 emphasizes that no State, group or
person may claim any right, under the Declaration, "to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at
the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms set forth" in the Declaration.

Importance and influence of the Declaration
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Conceived as "a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations", the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights has become just that: a yardstick by which to measure the degree of respect for, and
compliance with, international human rights standards.

Since 1948 it has been and rightly continues to be the most important and far-reaching of all United Nations
declarations, and a fundamental source of inspiration for national and international efforts to promote and
protect human rights and fundamental freedoms. It has set the direction for all subsequent work in the field
of human rights and has provided the basic philosophy for many legally binding international instruments
designed to protect the rights and freedoms which it proclaims.

In the Proclamation of Teheran, adopted by the International Conference on Human Rights held in Iran in
1968, the Conference agreed that "the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states a common
understanding of the peoples of the world concerning the inalienable and inviolable rights of all members of
the human family and constitutes an obligation for the members of the international community". The
Conference affirmed its faith in the principles set forth in the Declaration, and urged all peoples and
Governments "to dedicate themselves to [those] principles . . . and to redouble their efforts to provide for all
human beings a life consonant with freedom and dignity and conducive to physical, mental, social and
spiritual welfare".

In recent years, there has been a growing tendency for United Nations organs, in preparing international
instruments in the filed of human rights, to refer not only to the Universal Declaration, but also to other
parts of the International Bill of Human Rights.

International Covenants on Human Rights

The preambles and articles 1, 3 and 5 of the two International Covenants are almost identical. The
preambles recall the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations to promote human rights;
remind the individual of his responsibility to strive for the promotion and observance of those rights; and
recognize that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal of free human
beings enjoying civil and political freedom and freedom from fear and want can be achieved only if
conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his civil and political rights, as well as his economic,
social and cultural rights.

Article 1of each Covenant states that the right to self-determination is universal and calls upon States to
promote the realization of that right and to respect it.

The article provides that "All peoples have the right of self-determination" and adds that "By virtue of that
right they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural
development". Article 3, in both cases, reaffirms the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all
human rights, and enjoins States to make that principle a reality. Article 5, in both cases, provides
safeguards against the destruction or undue limitation of any human right or fundamental freedom, and
against misinterpretation of any provision of the Covenants as a means of justifying infringement of a right
or freedom or its restriction to a greater extent than provided for in the Covenants. It also prevents States
from limiting rights already enjoyed within their territories on the ground that such rights are not
recognized, or recognized to a lesser extent, in the Covenants.

Articles 6 to 15 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights recognize the rights to
work (art. 6); to the enjoyment of just and favourable conditions of work (art. 7); to form and join trade
unions (art. 8); to social security, including social insurance (art. 9); to the widest possible protection and
assistance for the family, especially mothers, children and young persons (art. 10); to an adequate standard
of living (art. I 1); to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health (art.
12); to education (arts. 13 and 14); and to take part in cultural life (art. 15).

In its articles 6 to 27, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights protects the right to life (art.
6) and lays down that no one is to be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment (art. 7); that no one is to be held in slavery; that slavery and the slave-trade are to be
prohibited; and that no one is to be held in servitude or required to perform forced or compulsory labour
(art. 8); that no one is to be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention (art. 9); that all persons deprived of

Disappearing Elephants 2015 Activities 51

 
Teaching Manual



their liberty are to be treated with humanity (art. 10); and that no one is to be imprisoned merely on the
ground of inability to fulfil a contractual obligation (art. 11).

The Covenant provides for freedom of movement and freedom to choose a residence (art. 12) and for
limitations to be placed on the expulsion of aliens lawfully in the territory of a State party (art. 13). It makes
provision for the equality of all persons before the courts and tribunals and for guarantees in criminal and
civil proceedings (art. 14). It prohibits retroactive criminal legislation (art. 15); lays down the right of
everyone to recognition everywhere as a person before the law (art. 16); and calls for the prohibition of
arbitrary or unlawful interference with an individual's privacy, family, home or correspondence, and of
unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation (art. 17).

The Covenant provides for protection of the rights to freedom of thought, conscience and religion (art. 18)
and to freedom of opinion and expression (art. 19). It calls for the prohibition by law of any propaganda for
war and of any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination,
hostility or violence (art. 20). It recognizes the right of peaceful assembly (art. 21) and the right to freedom
of association (art. 22). It also recognizes the right of men and women of marriageable age to marry and to
found a family, and the principle of equality of rights and responsibilities of spouses as to marriage, during
marriage and at its dissolution (art. 23). It lays down measures to protect the rights of children (art. 24),
and recognizes the right of every citizen to take part in the conduct of public affairs, to vote and to be
elected, and to have access, on general terms of equality, to public service in his country (art. 25). It
provides that all persons are equal before the law and are entitled to equal protection of the law (art. 26). It
also calls for protection of the rights of ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities in the territories of States
parties (art. 27).

Finally, article 28 provides for the establishment of a Human Rights Committee responsible for supervising
implementation of the rights set out in the Covenant.

Conditions

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms that the exercise of a person's rights and freedoms may
be subject to certain limitations, which must be determined by law, solely for the purpose of securing due
recognition of the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of morality, public
order and the general welfare in a democratic society. Rights may not be exercised contrary to the purposes
and principles of the United Nations, or if they are aimed at destroying any of the rights set forth in the
Declaration (arts. 29 and 30).

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights states that the rights provided for
therein may be limited by law, but only in so far as it is compatible with the nature of the rights and solely
to promote the general welfare in a democratic society (art. 4).

Unlike the Universal Declaration and the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights contains no general provision applicable to all the rights provided for in
the Covenant authorizing restrictions on their exercise. However, several articles in the Covenant provide
that the rights being dealt with shall not be subject to any restrictions except those which are prescribed by
law and are necessary to protect national security, public order, or the rights and freedoms of others.

Certain rights, therefore, may never be suspended or limited, even in emergency situations. These are the
rights to life, to freedom from torture, to freedom from enslavement or servitude, to protection from
imprisonment for debt, to freedom from retroactive penal laws, to recognition as a person before the law,
and to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.

The Covenant on Civil and Political Rights allows a State to limit or suspend the enjoyment of certain rights
in cases of officially proclaimed public emergencies which threaten the life of the nation. Such limitations or
suspensions are permitted only "to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation" and may
never involve discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin (art.
4). The limitations or suspensions must also be reported to the United Nations.

First Optional Protocol
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The first Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights enables the Human
Rights Committee, set up under that Covenant, to receive and consider communications from individuals
claiming to be victims of violations of any of the rights set forth in the Covenant.

Under article I of the Optional Protocol, a State party to the Covenant that becomes a party to the Protocol
recognizes the competence of the Human Rights Committee to receive and consider communications from
individuals subject to its jurisdiction who claim to be victims of a violation by that State of any of the rights
set forth in the Covenant. Individuals who make such a claim, and who have exhausted all available
domestic remedies, are entitled to submit a written communication to the Committee (art. 2).

Such communications as are determined to be admissible by the Committee (in addition to article 2, articles
3 and 5 (2) lay down conditions for admissibility) are brought to the attention of the State party alleged to
be violating a provision of the Covenant. Within six months, that State must submit to the Committee
written explanations or statements clarifying the matter and indicating the remedy, if any, that it may have
applied (art. 4).

The Human Rights Committee considers the admissible communications, at closed meetings, in the light of
all written information made available to it by the individual and the State party concerned. It then forwards
its views to the State party and to the individual (art. 5).

A summary of the Committee's activities under the Optional Protocol is included in the report which it
submits annually to the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council (art. 6).

Second Optional Protocol

The Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the
abolition of the death penalty, was adopted by the General Assembly by its resolution 44/128 of 15
December 1989. Under its article 1, no one within the jurisdiction of a State party to the Protocol may be
executed.

Under article 3 of the Protocol, States parties must include in the reports which they submit to the Human
Rights Committee information on measures taken to give effect to the Protocol.

Article 5 of the Second Optional Protocol provides that, with respect to any State party to the first Optional
Protocol, the competence of the Human Rights Committee to receive and consider communications from
individuals subject to that State's jurisdiction shall extend to the provisions of the Second Optional Protocol,
unless the State party concerned has made a statement to the contrary at the moment of ratification or
accession.

Under article 6, the provisions of the Second Optional Protocol apply as additional provisions to the
Covenant.

Entry into force of the Covenants and the Optional Protocols

The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights entered into force on 3 January 1976,
three months after the date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification
or accession, as provided in article 27. As at 30 September 1995, the Covenant had been ratified or acceded
to by 132 States:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belarus,
Belgium, Benin, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada,
Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, India,
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Malta,
Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua,

Disappearing Elephants 2015 Activities 53

 
Teaching Manual



Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic
of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino, Senegal,
Seychelles, Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian
Arab Republic, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukraine,
United Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights entered into force on 23 March 1976, three months
after the date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or accession,
as provided in article 49. As at 30 September 1995, the Covenant had been ratified or acceded to by 132
States:

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Barbados, Belarus,
Belgium, Benin, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada,
Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Côte d'Ivoire, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Denmark, Dominica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia,
Germany, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran (Islamic Republic of),
Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino, Senegal, Seychelles, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Somalia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, The
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, Ukraine, United
Kingdom, United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Viet
Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

As at the same date, 44 States parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights had made
the declaration under its article 41, recognizing the competence of the Human Rights Committee "to receive
and consider communications to the effect that a State Party claims that another State Party is not fulfilling
its obligations" under the Covenant. The provisions of article 41 entered into force on 28 March 1979 in
accordance with paragraph 2 of that article.

The first Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights entered into force
simultaneously with the Covenant, having received the minimum 10 ratifications or accessions required. As
at 30 September 1995, 85 States parties to the Covenant had also become parties to the first Optional
Protocol:

Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Benin, Bolivia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea,
Estonia, Finland, France, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Jamaica, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malta, Mauritius,
Mongolia, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines, San Marino, Senegal, Seychelles, Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, Spain, Suriname, Sweden, The
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukraine, Uruguay, Uzbekistan,
Venezuela, Zaire and Zambia.

The Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the
abolition of the death penalty, entered into force on 11 July 1991, having received the minimum 10
ratifications or accessions required. As at 30 September 1995, the Protocol had been ratified or acceded to
by 28 States:

Australia, Austria, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
Malta, Mozambique, Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Portugal, Romania, Seychelles,
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Uruguay and Venezuela.
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Worldwide influence of the International Bill of Human Rights

From 1948, when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was adopted and proclaimed, until 1976, when
the International Covenants on Human Rights entered into force, the Declaration was the only completed
portion of the International Bill of Human Rights. The Declaration, and at a later stage the Covenants,
exercised a profound influence on the thoughts and actions of individuals and their Governments in all parts
of the world.

The International Conference on Human Rights, which met at Teheran from 22 April to 13 May 1968 to
review the progress made in the 20 years since the adoption of the Universal Declaration and to formulate a
programme for the future, solemnly declared in the Proclamation of Teheran:

1 . It is imperative that the members of the international community fulfil their solemn obligations to
promote and encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinctions of
any kind such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinions;

2. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states a common understanding, of the peoples of the world
concerning the inalienable and inviolable rights of all members of the human family and constitutes an
obligation for the members of the international community;

3. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights, the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination as well as other
conventions and declarations in the field of human rights adopted under the auspices of the United Nations,
the specialized agencies and the regional intergovernmental organizations, have created new standards and
obligations to which States should conform;

. . .

Thus, for more than 25 years, the Universal Declaration on Human Rights stood alone as an international
"standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations". It became known and was accepted as
authoritative both in States which became parties to one or both of the Covenants and in those which did
not ratify or accede to either. Its provisions were cited as the basis and justification for many important
decisions taken by United Nations bodies; they inspired the preparation of a number of international human
rights instruments, both within and outside the United Nations system; they exercised a significant influence
on a number of multilateral and bilateral treaties; and they had a strong impact as the basis for the
preparation of many new national constitutions and national laws.

The Universal Declaration came to be recognized as a historic document articulating a common definition of
human dignity and values. The Declaration is a yardstick by which to measure the degree of respect for, and
compliance with, international human rights standards everywhere on earth.

The coming into force of the Covenants, by which States parties accepted a legal as well as a moral
obligation to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms, did not in any way diminish the
widespread influence of the Universal Declaration. On the contrary, the very existence of the Covenants, and
the fact that they contain the measures of implementation required to ensure the realization of the rights
and freedoms set out in the Declaration, gives greater strength to the Declaration.

Moreover, the Universal Declaration is truly universal in scope, as it preserves its validity for every member
of the human family, everywhere, regardless of whether or not Governments have formally accepted its
principles or ratified the Covenants. On the other hand, the Covenants, by their nature as multilateral
conventions, are legally binding only on those States which have accepted them by ratification or accession.

In many important resolutions and decisions adopted by United Nations bodies, including the General
Assembly and the Security Council, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and one or both Covenants
have been cited as the basis for action.
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Nearly all the international human rights instruments adopted by United Nations bodies since 1948 elaborate
principles set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights states in its preamble that it developed out of recognition of the fact that

in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoyin
freedom from fear and want can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his
economic, social and cultural rights, as well as his civil and political rights.

A similar statement is made in the preamble to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

The Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, adopted by the General Assembly in 1975 (resolution 3452 (XXX)),
spells out the meaning of article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and article 7 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, both of which provide that no one may be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. This prohibition was further reinforced
by the adoption in 1984 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (General Assembly resolution 39/46). Similarly, the Declaration on the Elimination
of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, proclaimed by the General
Assembly in 1981 (resolution 36/55); clearly defines the nature and scope of the principles of non
discrimination and equality before the law and the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and
belief contained in the Universal Declaration and the International Covenants.

A similar situation prevails as regards international human rights instruments adopted outside the United
Nations system. For example, the preamble to the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms, adopted by the Council of Europe at Rome in 1950, concludes with the following
words:

Being resolved, as the Governments of European countries which are like-minded and have a common
heritage of political traditions, ideals, freedom and the rule of law, to take the first steps for the collective
enforcement of certain of the rights stated in the Universal Declaration;

Article II of the Charter of the Organization of African Unity, adopted at Addis Ababa in 1963, provides that
one of the purposes of the Organization is "to promote international cooperation, having due regard to the
Charter of the United Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights". The American Convention on
Human Rights, signed at San José, Costa Rica, in 1969, states in its preamble that the principles to which it
gives effect are those set forth in the Charter of the Organization of American States, in the American
Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Judges of the International Court of Justice have occasionally invoked principles contained in the
International Bill of Human Rights as a basis for their decisions.

National and local tribunals have frequently cited principles set out in the International Bill of Human Rights
in their decisions. Moreover, in recent years, national constitutional and legislative texts have increasingly
provided measures of legal protection for those principles; indeed, many recent national and local laws are
clearly modelled on provisions set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenants, which remain a beacon for all present and future efforts in the field of human rights, both
nationally and internationally.

Finally, the World Conference on Human Rights, held at Vienna in June 1993, adopted by acclamation the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, in which it welcomed the progress made in the codification of
human rights instruments and urged the universal ratification of human rights treaties. In addition, all
States were encouraged to avoid, as far as possible, the resort to reservations (part 1, para. 26).

Thus the International Bill of Human Rights represents a milestone in the history of human
rights, a veritable Magna Carta marking mankind's arrival at a vitally important phase: the
conscious acquisition of human dignity and worth.

Printed at United Nations, Geneva
June 1996
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International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESR) 
Adopted and opened for signature by UN General Assembly 16 December 1966, entry 
into force 3 January 1976 (Unofficial Summary) 

Article 1: All peoples have the right of self-determination, including the right to determine their 

political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development. 

Article 2: Each State Party undertakes to take steps to the maximum of its available resources to 

achieve progressively the full realization of the rights in this treaty. Everyone is entitled to the 

same rights without discrimination of any kind. 

Article 3: The States undertake to ensure the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of 

all rights in this treaty. 

Article 4: Limitations may be placed on these rights only if compatible with the nature of these 

rights and solely for the purpose of promoting the general welfare in a democratic society. 

Article 5 – 6: No person, group or government has the right to destroy any of these rights. 

Article 7: Everyone has the right to just conditions of work; fair wages ensuring a decent living for 

himself and his family; equal pay for equal work; safe and healthy working conditions; equal 

opportunity for everyone to be promoted; rest and leisure. 

Article 8: Everyone has the right to form and join trade unions, the right to strike. 

Article 9: Everyone has the right to social security, including social insurance. 

Article 10: Protection and assistance should be accorded to the family. Marriage must be entered 

into with the free consent of both spouses. Special protection should be provided to mothers. 

Special measures should be taken on behalf of children, without discrimination. Children and 

youth should be protected from economic exploitation. Their employment in dangerous or harmful 

work should be prohibited. There should be age limits below which child labor should be 

prohibited. 

Article 11: Everyone has the right to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, 

including adequate food, clothing and housing. Everyone has the right to be free from hunger. 

Article 12: Everyone has the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical 

and mental health.  

Article 13: Everyone has the right to education. Primary education should be compulsory and free 

to all. 

Article 14: Those States where compulsory, free primary education is not available to all should 

work out a plan to provide such education. 

Article 15: Everyone has the right to take part in cultural life; enjoy the benefits of scientific 

progress. 
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PETA lawsuit alleges SeaWorld enslaves 
killer whales 
By Bill Mears and Tom Cohen, CNN 
October 26, 2011  Updated 2145 GMT (0545 HKT) 

A killer whale performs at Sea World in Orlando on March 30. The whale, Tilikum, killed trainer Dawn Brancheau in February. 

STORY HIGHLIGHTS 

● PETA: This is the first lawsuit seeking constitutional protection against slavery for nonhumans
● The complaint alleges that five killer whales are SeaWorld slaves
● SeaWorld calls the lawsuit a baseless publicity stunt

(CNN)  Can killer whales sue SeaWorld for enslavement? 

A lawsuit filed Wednesday by People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals and other "next 
friends" of five SeaWorld killer whales takes that novel legal approach. 

The 20page complaint asks the U.S. District Court in Southern California to declare that the five 
whales  Tilikum, Katina, Corky, Kasatka, and Ulises  are being held in slavery or involuntary 
servitude in violation of the 13th Amendment. 
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A PETA statement said the lawsuit is the first of its kind in contending that constitutional 
protections against slavery are not limited to humans. 

"Plaintiffs were forcibly taken from their families and natural habitats, are held captive at 
SeaWorld San Diego and SeaWorld Orlando, denied everything that is natural to them, 
subjected to artificial insemination or sperm collection to breed performers for defendants' 
shows, and forced to perform, all for defendants' profit," the lawsuit says, arguing that those 
conditions amount to enslavement and/or forced servitude. 

A SeaWorld statement called the lawsuit a baseless publicity stunt by PETA, which is known for 
provocative advertisements and public demonstrations on behalf of animal rights. 

At the heart of the lawsuit is the question of whether a nonhuman entity can sue for a violation 
of constitutional rights. 

The 13th Amendment outlaws slavery and "involuntary servitude" in the United States without 
any specific mention that it applies only to people. 

"Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction," says the amendment's first section. 

In its statement, PETA called the lawsuit "the first ever seeking to apply the Thirteenth 
Amendment to nonhuman animals." 

The lawsuit seeks an order for the release of the whales "from bondage" and a permanent order 
against holding them in slavery, as well as appointment of a legal guardian to carry out the 
transfer of the whales to a suitable habitat. 

In addition, it seeks attorneys' fees and costs. 

The "next friends" joining PETA in representing the killer whales are three marine mammal 
experts, including Ric O'Barry, who was featured in the Academy Awardwinning documentary 
"The Cove" about dolphinhunting in Japan, and two former Sea World trainers. 

Their lawsuit contends killer whales  Orcinus orca, the largest species of the dolphin family  
"possess sophisticated learning, problem solving, and communicative abilities," as well as 
"distinctive cultural traits." 

In a statement responding to the lawsuit, SeaWorld Parks and Entertainment said the court 
case challenges "the public's right to enjoy and learn more about marine mammals." 

"This effort to extend the Thirteenth Amendment's solemn protections beyond human beings is 
baseless and in many ways offensive," the statement says. 

SeaWorld is "among the world's most respected zoological institutions," it continues, adding 
that SeaWorld parks "are fully accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and the 
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Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks and Aquariums" with legal permission to display marine 
mammals. 

"PETA has once again showed that it prefers publicity stunts to the hard work of caring for, 
rescuing and helping animals," the SeaWorld statement said. 

State and federal courts have traditionally understood laws dealing with animal ownership and 
cruelty as applying only to human actions, meaning the animals themselves could neither be 
prosecuted nor act as plaintiffs or defendants. 

That would include litigation and legislation involving hunting and breeding of animals and plants, 
as well as zoo and circus displays. 
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PETA vs SeaWorld: Federal Judge Hears 
Killer Whales Slavery Lawsuit 
By Monami Thakur 

on February 07 2012 2:01 AM 

PETA Vs SeaWorld: Federal Judge to Hear Case on Killer Whales Slavery Lawsuit Reuters 

For the first time in the history of the U.S., a federal judge has heard a case against the 
enslavement and involuntary servitude of five orcas or killer whales. 

The suit is based on the text of the 13th Amendment which prohibits any form of slavery without 
the reference to person or any particular class of victim. 

The hearing of the case is regarded as a vital step in determining whether animals have the 
same constitutional rights as humans against slavery of any form. 
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It was on Oct. 2011 that PETA filed a lawsuit against the SeaWorld on behalf of five 
wildcaptured orcas in a move to free them from any form of involuntary servitude. 

The lawsuit asserts that the conditions under which these orcas live constitute the very definition 
of slavery. They were joined by three orca experts and two former SeaWorld trainers who 
supported the lawsuit. 

The five wildcaptured orca plaintiffs involved in the case are Tilikum and Katina, Kasatka, Corky, 
and Ulises. 

All five of these orcas were violently seized from the ocean and taken from their families as 
babies. They are denied freedom and everything else that is natural and important to them while 
kept in small concrete tanks and reduced to performing stupid tricks. The 13th Amendment 
prohibits slavery, and these orcas are, by definition, slaves, said PETA President Ingrid E. 
Newkirk. 

However, the SeaWorld legal team maintains that the case is a waste of time and resource. 

The BBC reported that according to the park's lawyer Theodore Shaw neither orcas nor any 
other animal were included in the We the people... when the Constitution was adopted. 

He also said that if the case were successful, it could have implications not just on how other 
marine parks or zoos operate, but even on the police use of sniffer dogs to detect bombs and 
drugs. 

Although the SeaWorld attempted to dismiss the case earlier, PETA's legal team filed a brief 
opposing SeaWorld's motion on Jan.13; 2012.The case not only attempts to free the orcas from 
enslavement but also seeks to release all five orcas to a more appropriate environment, such as 
a coastal sanctuary 
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PETA and Orcas Prepare for 
Groundbreaking Legal Case 

When an individual is removed from his or her 
home by force, imprisoned, made to work, and 
forever denied their freedom, it’s called 
“slavery.” In October 2011, PETA filed a lawsuit 
against SeaWorld in behalf of five wildcaptured 
orcas seeking a declaration that these five 
orcas are slaves and subjected to involuntary 
servitude in violation of the 13th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution. Joined by three orca 
experts and two former SeaWorld trainers, 
PETA’s lawsuit asserts that the conditions 
under which these orcas live constitute the very 
definition of slavery. 

The plaintiffs in the case, Tilikum, Katina, 
Kasatka, Ulises, and Corky, were captured and 

taken from their ocean homes and families and are confined to the equivalent of concrete 
bathtubs, where they are forced to earn money for SeaWorld by performing for customers’ 
entertainment. They have also been turned into virtual breeding machines in order to provide 
more performers for SeaWorld’s cruel shows. 

The case seeks the release of all five orcas to a more appropriate environment, such as a 
coastal sanctuary. Protected sea pens would allow orcas greater freedom of movement as well 
as the opportunity to see, sense, and communicate with their wild cousins and other ocean 
animals; to feel the tides and waves; and to engage in the behaviors that they’ve long been 
denied. Eventually, they could be released into the ocean to be reunited with their pods. 

Of course, SeaWorld wants the case to be dismissed, but on January 13, our legal team filed a 
brief opposing SeaWorld’s motion, and the case will be argued on February 6, 2012. So mark 
your calendars: That day that will go down in history as the first time that a U.S. court considers 
constitutional rights for animals. 
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Keen legal minds behind the revolutionary lawsuit include that of Jeffrey Kerr, general counsel to 
PETA. Kerr has defended animals for 16 years and also established and serves as general 
counsel to PETA’s international affiliates around the world. 

Renowned civil rights attorney Phil Hirschkop—who argued and won the landmark Loving v. 
Virginia case, which declared unconstitutional the laws banning interracial marriage—has also 
joined the legal team. 

“Forty years ago I fought for the fundamental right of people to marry the person of their 
choosing, regardless of race,” says Hirschkop. “Now I’m fighting for these orcas’ fundamental 
rights to be free from enslavement regardless of their species.” 

PETA’s brief cites more than 200 years of U.S. Supreme Court precedent, including such 
landmark cases as Dred Scott, Brown v. Board of Education, and Loving, to establish that the 
orcas’ species does not deny them the right to be free under the 13th Amendment and that 
longestablished prejudice does not determine constitutional rights. 

Legal circles are abuzz with the news, and scholars have expressed support for the case. 
Harvard law professor and constitutional scholar Laurence H. Tribe said, “People may well look 
back on this lawsuit and see in it a perceptive glimpse into a future of greater compassion for 
species other than our own.” 

Please join us in watching PETA make history in behalf of orcas, and in the meantime, never buy 
a ticket to SeaWorld or any facility that enslaves animals for profit and pleasure. 
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PETA's bid to free SeaWorld orcas may not 
get far 
A federal judge is dubious about a PETA lawsuit that seeks the release of orcas on 
anti-slavery grounds. He plans to issue a ruling soon. 

February 07, 2012|By Tony Perry, Los Angeles Times 

A federal judge appeared dubious Monday about a lawsuit filed by People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals that seeks the release of orcas from SeaWorld on antislavery grounds. 
PETA attorney Jeffrey Kerr told U.S. District Judge Jeffrey Miller that invoking the antislavery 
13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in hopes of freeing the orcas is "the next frontier of civil 
rights."  

But Miller told Kerr that he cannot find a legal precedent for allowing a lawsuit to be filed on behalf 
of the orcas under the 13th Amendment. The orcas, he noted, are animals, not people. 

The judge also seemed to reject PETA's argument that SeaWorld is being "hysterical" in 
suggesting that allowing PETA's lawsuit to continue would lead to more lawsuits on behalf of 
other animals, including dogs used by the military and police departments. 

"Call me hysterical, but that's one of the first places I went in my thinking about this case," Miller 
said. 

After the hourlong hearing, Miller said he would study SeaWorld's request to have the PETA 
lawsuit dismissed. He said he would issue his ruling soon but did not give a deadline. 

"Tilikum, Katina, Kasatka, Ulises and Corky have been captive and subjected to treatment that 
we feel is slavery," Kerr said. 

Three of the five orcas mentioned by Kerr are at SeaWorld San Diego, the other two are at 
SeaWorld in Orlando, Fla. 
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SeaWorld attorney Theodore Shaw said PETA's attempted use of the 13th Amendment in its 
lawsuit was "ignoring 125 years of case law applying the 13th amendment … and ignoring 
common sense." 

PETA is trying to "rewrite the 13th Amendment," Shaw said. But Kerr countered that the 
amendment prohibits the kind of human behavior that SeaWorld has used to capture orcas and 
keep them in confinement. 

After the hearing, PETA officials issued a statement suggesting that having the issue heard in 
federal court is a victory in itself. 

"This is a truly historic day for the law and for the animals," said PETA spokesman David Perle. 

SeaWorld called the PETA lawsuit "completely without merit" and a misuse of the federal court. 

"While PETA continued to engage in this publicity stunt, SeaWorld San Diego was returning four 
rescued and rehabilitated sea lions to the wild," the statement said. 

tony.perry@latimes.com 
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'SeaWorld's whales are NOT slaves': 
Judge throws out PETA lawsuit saying 
the 13th amendment only applies to 
humans 
By EMILY ALLEN  
UPDATED: 11:57 GMT, 9 February 2012 

Slave: Tillikum, the orca which killed trainer Dawn Brancheau in 2010, was one of five whale plaintiffs in the case against 
SeaWorld 

A court has thrown out a legal bid to free whales from SeaWorld by campaigners claiming they are 
enslaved. 

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) claimed that five killer whales at the San Diego 
SeaWorld are treated like slaves because they are forced to live in tanks and perform daily. 

But a federal judge yesterday dismissed the lawsuit saying the 13th amendment  which outlaws slavery 
and involuntary servitude  applies only to humans. 

U.S. District Judge Jeffrey Miller had become the first judge in history to listen to the arguments in court 
over the possibility of granting constitutional rights to the group of orcas, Fox News said. 

U.S. District Judge Jeffrey Miller had become the first judge in history to listen to the arguments in court 
over the possibility of granting constitutional rights to the group of orcas, Fox News said. 
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Cruelty: The lawsuit claimed that the whales are forced to perform against their will and are treated like slaves 

The five whales – Tilikum, Katina, Corky, Kasatka, and Ulises – had 
been named as the plaintiffs in the case. Attorney Jeffery Kerr 
represented them and argued that SeaWorld was violating their 13th 
amendment. 

SeaWorld's attorney Theodore Shaw called the lawsuit a waste of the 
court's time and resources.  

He said it defied common sense and went against 125 years of case 
law applied to the Constitution's 13th amendment that prohibits 
slavery between humans. 

'With all due respect, the court does not have the authority to even 
consider this question,' Mr Shaw said, adding later: 'neither orcas nor 
any other animal were included in the 'We the people' ... when the 
Constitution was adopted.' 

Giving a voice: Jeffrey Kerr, general 
counsel for PETA, represented the five 
orcas in the case 
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The company denied any mistreatment of the animals and said it rescues orcas injured in the wild.  
Legal experts said the case opened the debate on the possibilities of increasing the rights of animals. 

Mr Kerr said the organisation did not intend to give up its fight to protect the whales. 

He said in a statement yesterday: 'Today's decision does not change the fact that the orcas who once lived 
naturally wild and free, are today kept as slaves by SeaWorld. 

Fish tale: SeaWorld's lawyer said the case was a waste of time, as they said the 13th amendment applied to people only 

'PETA will regroup and determine how to continue to work for the legal protection they deserve.' 

Earlier this week Mr Kerr said: 'This case is on the next frontier of civil rights'.  
'For the first time in our nation's history, a federal court heard arguments as to whether living, breathing, 
feeling beings have rights and can be enslaved simply because they happen to not have been born human. 
By any definition these orcas have been enslaved here.' 

Brushing animals off as property is the same argument that was used against AfricanAmericans and 
women before their constitutional rights were protected, PETA said. 

Mr Shaw pointed out that argument did not translate because both women and AfricanAmericans are 
people for which the Constitution was written to protect. 

If the court had granted orcas constitutional rights, Mr Shaw warned the ruling would have profound 
implications that could have impacted everything from the way the U.S. government uses dogs to sniff out 
bombs and drugs to how zoos and aquariums operate. 
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How PETA's Lawsuit Against Sea World 
Could End Factory Farming 
JAMES MCWILLIAMSNOV 11 2011, 11:02 AM ET 

Expanding the Constitution to include animals that are nonhuman could lead us to 
reconsider how we treat the sentient mammals we farm 

Anyone who has taken a basic American history class knows something about the 
Thirteenth Amendment. Adopted December 6, 1865, the amendment outlawed slavery and 
involuntary servitude (with the exception of punishment for a crime) throughout the Unites 
States. The act effectively ended the fight to abolish slavery and became a cornerstone in 
the fight for civil rights at home and abroad. It seems no exaggeration to say that the 
Thirteenth Amendment changed the course of human history. 

Now it's in a position to change the course of nonhuman history. And the reason, oddly 
enough, has to do with orca whales. At the Sea World quarters in California and Florida 
there are five orcas that People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) has, in a 
lawsuit recently filed in a U. S. District Court, described as living in involuntary servitude. 
The mammals were captured in the wild, confined, and forced to perform cheap tricks for 
human spectators. In the ocean, these animals swim 75 miles a day. At Sea World, they 
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live in a tank. This, PETA claims, qualifies as involuntary servitude, and is thus a violation of 
the Thirteenth Amendment. 

Orcas form complex societies, teach their young, and 
communicate through a beautifully intricate series of 
clicks, whistles, and pulsed calls. 
Perhaps this suit sounds like prime fodder for the Colbert Report (and, alas, it has been). 
But in fact it raises a profoundly important question, one that several decades of animal 
rights activism and scholarship have prepared us to explore: Does a nonhuman animal 
with obvious intelligence, emotional capacity, social skills, and personal interests warrant 
protection under the U.S. Constitution? 

Critics will instinctively dismiss such a possibility as frivolous, if not a crass publicity stunt. 
And it's true that PETA has done itself no favors in the past by resorting to sensational 
tactics to achieve noble goals. But to reject this case because you happen to find PETA 
offensive would be to ignore the compelling factors surrounding it.  

The first is that some exceptionally learned legal minds have spoken in support of animal 
rights. Consider the opinion of Lawrence Tribe, Harvard Law Professor and renowned 
constitutional scholar. Speaking directly about the PETA suit, he explained to Bruce 
Friedrich, for a story in the Georgetown Law Weekly: "It seems to me no abuse of the 
Constitution to invoke [the Thirteenth Amendment] on behalf of nonhuman animals cruelly 
confined for purposes of involuntary servitude." He added, "people may well look back on 
this lawsuit and see in it a perceptive glimpse into a future of greater compassion for 
species other than our own." 

Next, there are the scientists. Experts claim that orcas are among the most intelligent 
species on Earth. Naomi Rose, a marine mammal biologist with the Humane Society of the 
United States, cites research suggesting that whales, dolphins, and porpoises have the 
cognitive sophistication of 3 to 4yearold humans. A neuroscientist who measures 
encephalization quotients  brain to body size ratio  of mammals, ranks orcas between 
great apes and humans. The cortex of an orca has been shown to be more complex than 
the human cortex. Orcas form complex societies, teach their young, and communicate 
through a beautifully intricate series of clicks, whistles, and pulsed calls. They undoubtedly 
experience emotions, including suffering. 

But still, many will object, they are not human. Unless you are a Biblical fundamentalist or 
radical Aristotelean, this is an illogical way to end the argument. The field of evolutionary 
biology directly undermines the assumption that there's something fundamentally different  
at least in terms of consciousness  between human and nonhuman animals. 

Darwin himself recognized that the differences between humans and nonhumans were "of 
degree, not kind." Jane Goodall claims that "there is no sharp line between the human 
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animal and the rest of the animal kingdom  it is a blurred line." Richard Dawkins, the most 
famous living evolutionary biologist, denounces the failure to appreciate this biological 
continuum as "human speciesist vanity." We simply cannot rest our case against animals 
on an idea that completely ignores one of the most basic findings of evolution. 

A final point to consider before dismissing the PETA lawsuit altogether is the fact that it 
might not be just Sea World that stands to lose. The issue of animal rights sends shivers 
down the spine of industrial agriculture. And it should. Expanding the Constitution to include 
nonhuman animals could very well be be the most potent threat ever delivered to factory 
farming, a behemoth of an industry responsible for more greenhouse gas emissions, land 
degradation, antibiotic use, fertilizer runoff, and pesticide application that any other 
industry on Earth. Legal aftershocks are always hard to predict, but should orcas be 
deemed protected under the Thirteenth Amendment, the sentient mammals at the core of 
factory farming could very well be next. The ecological, health, and ethical gains to be 
achieved by such an development would be immeasurable. 

I'm well aware that the likelihood of PETA winning this case is slim. But that's really not the 
point. We owe it to ourselves as a civilization bent on reducing unnecessary suffering to 
think seriously about the place of animals in our lives. So rarely do we have an opportunity 
to do this. Not only does this suit help provide such an opportunity, but it lays the foundation, 
however gently, for a brighter future for animals. In this sense, as Lawrence Tribe explains, 
"we all benefit from the national reflection and deliberation that the filing of this suit could 
initiate." 
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.1 Student Resources: Worksheets 
 

The Who, What, Where, When, and Why of Ivory 
Directions: Using online materials or Disappearing Elephants handouts answer 
the questions below. 
 
Who is buying and selling ivory? 
 
 
 
 
 
What are people using ivory for? 
 
 
 
 
 
Where does ivory travel? 
 
 
 
 
 
When was ivory banned?  
 
 
 
 
 
Why is the ivory trade a problem?  
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.1 Student Resources: Worksheets 

African Elephants 
Directions: Using online materials or Disappearing Elephants handouts answer 
the questions below. 
 
1.Why are African elephants important? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.Why are elephants in Africa being killed? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.How many elephants are left? Provide specific numbers. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Name some organizations that are working to help keep elephants alive. 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What are countries and organizations doing to stop this? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Why do people and countries want ivory?  
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.1 Student Resources: Worksheets 

Asian Elephants 
Directions: Using online materials or Disappearing Elephants handouts answer 
the questions below. 
 
1. Why are Asian elephants important? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How are elephants used in these countries? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How many elephants remain? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What are the main threats to Asian elephants? How are these threat different 
from African elephants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Why are elephants losing their habitats (the places where they live)? 
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.1 Student Resources: Worksheets 

Vocabulary: Define 
Conservation 
 
 
 
Demand  
 
 
 
Ecosystem 
 
 
 
International market 
 
 
 
Habitat 
 
 
 
Luxury 
 
 
 
Poach 
 
 
 
Stakeholder 
 
 
 
Stockpile 
 
 
 
Supply 
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.1 Student Resources: Worksheets 

Vocabulary: Crossword 

 
 
Across 
4. a person interested or concerned is something they feel is important 
7. an act of preserving and protecting a natural environment, 
ecosystem, and wildlife 
8. to illegally hunt, kill or capture animals 
9. one's desire and willingness to acquire  an item for a price 
 
Down 
1. a large accumulated stock of goods and/or materials 
2. the stock of a resource which can be provided to others when needed 
3. something that is associated with extravagant living 
5. the home or the natural environment of an animal 
6. the physical environment of interacting organisms 

 
 
 

Word	  Bank:	  
Stakeholder	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Ecosystem	  
Demand	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Luxury	  
Supply	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Stockpile	  
Poach	  
Conservation	  
Habitat	  
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.2 Student Resources: Building an Essay 
Brainstorming 
 
Essay Question:  
What should societies do about the ivory trade? 
 
When answering this question, think about: 

- What is happening to elephants 
- How can countries prevent elephants from becoming extinct? 
- Supply and demand 
- What should happen to people who supply ivory 
- How to stop the demand 
- What is ivory used for 
- Effects on global economy and other organizations 
- Will burning stockpiles solve the issue? 
- What should be the consequences of trading ivory? 
- What rights should animals have? 

 
Research Materials for Essay:  
 
Use www.disappearingelephants.com to find background information about the 
ivory trade, videos, and links to other organizations with useful information. 
 
Use this space to start brainstorming your answer to the question: 
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.2 Student Resources: Building an Essay 
Essay Outline 
Introduction: 
- Background Information 
- Thesis 
 
First Body Paragraph: 
- What’s happening to elephants? 
- Why are people demanding ivory? 
- What is ivory used for? 
 
Second Body Paragraph: 
- How does ivory travel? 
- Who is supplying the ivory? 
- who are the different stakeholders in the ivory trade? 
 
Third Body Paragraph: 
- How does the ivory trade affect global economies and societies? 
 
Fourth Body Paragraph: 
- What has been done in the past to stop the ivory trade? 
- Evaluate the effectiveness of these past attempts to stop the ivory trade. 
 
Fifth Body Paragraph: 
- Explain your thesis: what should be done about the ivory trade 
- Support your idea with evidence from past efforts  
 
Optional Paragraph: What rights should animals have? 
 
Conclusion: 
- Summarize main points from each paragraph 
- Confirm your thesis 
 
Keep in Mind! 
- Include a title for your essay 
- You need at least 2 pieces of evidence for each body paragraph 
- You need to cite your evidence 
- Include page numbers 
- Include Works Cited page at the end of the essay 
- Indent each paragraph 
- No spaces between paragraphs 
- Use 12pt font and 1-inch margins 
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.2 Student Resources: Building an Essay 
Building an Introductory Paragraph for your Essay  
 
 
Introductory Sentence: 
It could be: 

- something about elephants 
- something about Mother 

Nature 
- something about mankind’s 

responsibility to the world 

 

 
Background Information: 
A brief summary of what is 
happening to elephants because 
of the ivory trade. 

 

 
Thesis Statement: 
What you think should happen with 
the ivory that exists in the world. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Teaching Manual 

Disappearing Elephants 2015                                         Student Resources 81 
	  

Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.2 Student Resources: Building an Essay 
First Body Paragraph 
 
 
Topic Sentence: 
Introduce the reader to the 
conditions elephants are facing in 
the wild. 

 

 
Introduce evidence that proves 
that elephants are in danger. 
 

 

 
Explain evidence: 
This shows that… 
What this means is…  

 

 
Provide additional explanation of 
what is happening to elephants. 

 

 
Discuss why people are 
demanding ivory. 

 

 
Introduce evidence about the 
demand for ivory, and explain it. 
 

 

 
Concluding Sentence: 
Link this paragraph back to your 
thesis. 
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.2 Student Resources: Building an Essay 
Second Body Paragraph 
 
 
Topic Sentence: 
Introduce the reader to the idea 
of supply and demand. 

 

 
Who is supplying the ivory? 

 

 
Introduce evidence that shows 
the supply aspect of the ivory 
trade. 

 

 
Explain evidence. 

 

 
Who are the different 
stakeholders involved in the 
ivory trade? 

 

 
Provide evidence of one of 
these stakeholders, and explain 
their positive or negative effect 
on the ivory trade. 

 

 
Concluding sentence. 
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.2 Student Resources: Building an Essay 
Third Body Paragraph 
 
 
Topic Sentence: 
How does the ivory trade 
affect global economies 
and societies? 

 

 
Introduce evidence #1 
According to ___, ____ 
states, ____ argues,  

 

 
Explain evidence #1 
What this shows us is… 
What this is trying to say 
is… 
This shows that… 

 

 
Introduce evidence #2 

 

 
Explain evidence #2 

 
 
 

 

 
Analysis: How does the 
ivory trade positively or 
negatively affect the 
world? 

 

 
Concluding Statement: 
Link it back to your thesis 
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.2 Student Resources: Building an Essay 
Fourth Body Paragraph 
 
 
Topic Sentence:  
Are people trying to stop the ivory trade? 

 

 
Introduce evidence #1 that shows a 
person/group/country trying to stop the 
ivory trade. 

 

 
Evaluate the effectiveness of this action 
- were they successful or did they fail? 

 

 
Introduce evidence #2 that shows a 
person/group/country trying to stop the 
ivory trade. 

 

 
Evaluate the effectiveness of this action 
- were they successful or did they fail? 

 

 
Conclusion: 
Link the paragraph back to your thesis 
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Name: _____________________________ 
 
3.2 Student Resources: Building an Essay 
Conclusion 
 
 
Topic Sentence: 
As you can see… 

 

 
Summarize why we need to protect 
elephants: 
 
“Elephants need to be protected 
because…” 
 
“We need to respect all creatures 
because…” 

 

 
Summarize what needs to happen to the 
ivory trade and what should happen to 
ivory stockpiles: 
 
“The ivory trade needs to be stopped 
because…” 
 
“Because this is an important global 
issue…” 

 

 
Final thoughts on the topic. Relate issue 
to a broader issue or the future 
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