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Activities:  
2.4 Ivory Ban Debate 

Disappearing Elephants 
Ivory Ban Debate Activity 

Aim: Students will be able to understand the perspective on the ivory trade ban 
from multiple viewpoints.  

Content Objectives: 
• Identify stakeholders in the ivory trade.
• Summarize the viewpoint of at least one stakeholder.
• Argue in support of or against other stakeholders using your stakeholder’s

viewpoint.
• Support your stakeholder’s viewpoint using evidence.

Vocabulary: 
• Argument
• Ban
• Black market
• Confiscate
• Conservation
• Debate
• Demand
• Domestic
• Enforcement
• Extradite
• Import
• Ivory
• Lobby
• NGO
• Petition
• Poaching
• Protest
• Rebuttal
• Seize
• Smuggle
• Stigmatize
• Stakeholder
• Stockpile
• Tusk
• Unabated
• Viewpoint
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Materials: 
• Disappearing Elephants overview, posters, handouts, and online materials
• National Geographic and South China Morning Post articles
• Vocabulary worksheet
• Stakeholder worksheet
• Place cards for stakeholder debate
• Timer

Procedure: 
Hour one: Understanding the Topic 
1. Semantic map

a) Teacher writes the word elephant on the board, elicits related words
from students. There is no need to correct, add, or otherwise modify 
students answers; they will learn more in the coming days and may want 
to add or change their answers later (this is up to the discretion of the 
teacher to decide if this activity will be revisited after students learn more) 

2. Students are assigned to read two articles:
a) National Geographic article “In Hong Kong, Kids Take Action to Stop
the Illegal Ivory Trade” 

b) SCMP article “Ban all ivory sales, conservation groups urge
government” 

c) Students will be given a vocabulary exercise sheet to underline new
words from the article and write and define them on another sheet. 

d) Students will summarize the article in a few sentences.
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3. Homework: Stakeholder list
a) Students will create a list of stakeholders based on prior knowledge and
the articles they read in class. This list should include, but not be limited 
to, the governments of countries with elephants or those that trade or 
purchase ivory, poachers, smugglers around the world, consumers who 
purchase ivory, merchants who sell ivory, and conservation organizations 
that lead elephant protection efforts. 

b) Ask some guiding questions:
• “Who protects elephants?”
• “Who harms elephants?”
• “Who profits from elephants?”
• “Where do elephants live?”
• “Where are elephant related products bought and sold?”

Hour two: Taking a Viewpoint 

1. Share stakeholders
a) Students first work in groups of three or four and share the stakeholders
they listed 
b) Students share their stakeholders with the class (novel ideas only)

2. Thinkpairshare
Think: Write the questions “Should ivory trade be legal? Why or why not?” 
on the board. Students should take up to three minutes to write as much 
as they can to answer these questions. 
Pair: Students discuss their answers with a partner.  
Share: Students share their best ideas with the whole class. 

3. Students are assigned a stakeholder. They should research the stakeholder
and determine if this individual, group, organization, or government would oppose 
or support a ban on ivory trade. Students should find evidence to support this 
view.  

4. Students prepare a summary of the stakeholder’s view on ivory trade.
Summaries may be one to five paragraphs. This will prepare them for the debate. 
Remind students that they are acting like the stakeholder and they must take 
their stakeholder’s viewpoint.  
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Hour three: Debate 

On the last day students will use their research to debate with other groups why 
they believe there should or should not be a ban on ivory trade. They should 
speak from the perspective of their stakeholder. 

Structure of a debate: 
1. Opening Remarks: Moderator introduces stakeholders and explains that

they will time different representatives during the debate. Representatives
are asked to debate the question: “Should ivory trade be banned?”

2. First stakeholder: 90 second introduction and argument
3. Rebuttal/argument from second stakeholder: 90 second rebuttal
4. (continue to gives each stakeholder 90 seconds present their case)
5. Once all representatives have had the chance to talk, the moderator

facilitates the debate
6. At the end of the debate, the representatives can vote on the issue.



Vocabulary List 

Word Translation Definition 
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Stakeholder List 

Stakeholder Name Where are they 
Located? 

What is their relationships to ivory? 
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In Hong Kong, Kids Take Action to Stop the Illegal Ivory 
Trade 
Schoolchildren are working together to raise awareness of the toll of the illegal ivory trade. 

Laurel Neme for National Geographic 
PUBLISHED APRIL 24, 2014 

Nellie Shute created and sold elephant gift cards, raising $250, which she donated for the care of an elephant 
orphan. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY KATRINA SHUTE 
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Hong Kong schoolchildren are transforming attitudes about elephant ivory through small actions 
that are having a big impact. 

Hong Kong is at the heart of the ivory black market. Its bustling ports are a major entry point for 
smuggled ivory shipped from Africa to Asia. In recent years officials have seized huge amounts of 
ivory: 3.4 tons in 2011, 5.6 tons in 2012, and about 7 tons in the first ten months of 2013. 

Now, kids in Hong Kong are using school projects, letter-writing campaigns, petitions, and protests 
to educate their peers and parents about the true origins of decorative ivory. As a result, they're 
helping change habits and policies. 

Meet Nellie Shute 

When Nellie Shute, a 12-year-old at the Hong Kong International School, read articles about the 
ivory confiscations, she was horrified by how many elephants must have been killed. She did a 
school project on it, and when she presented her work, her classmates too were shocked. They 
promised to tell their parents, many of whom owned things made with ivory. 

"I knew I'd made a difference, even though it was only a small number of kids," Shute said. "And I 
knew I had to do more to spread the 'no to ivory' message." 

A baby elephant plays with its caretaker at the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in Kenya. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY MICHAEL NICHOLS, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 
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So Shute contacted Elephant Voices, a Kenya-based NGO cofounded by Joyce Poole. When 
Elephant Voices shared her letter on their Facebook page, Shute was overwhelmed by the more 
than 600 people who commented and themselves shared it. 

Determined to do more, she created and sold elephant gift cards, raising $250, which she donated 
for the care of an elephant orphan at the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust in Kenya. 

Education: The Wrong Kind 

The Hong Kong government often displays confiscated ivory at schools and libraries for 
"educational" purposes. Yet Shute believes the displays are counterproductive. 

"My school was given the tusks to educate students," she said. "But it wasn't doing that at all. 
Actually, it was reinforcing the idea that it's acceptable to display ivory as artwork. Kids were 
walking past and saying, 'Wow, that's so cool.' It wasn't cool at all. An elephant was killed and had its 
face ripped off so that those tusks could be there." 

Shute wrote to her principal explaining how she felt. She was nervous but heartened by his 
response. He said the school hadn't thought about it that way and that she was right. 

He agreed to send the ivory back to the government, and when it was returned last December, the 
shipment included a petition organized by Shute with more than 500 signatures from students and 
teachers explaining why the school didn't want the ivory and why the government should go a step 
further and destroy its entire ivory stockpile. 

More than four million euros' worth of seized elephant tusks, rhino horns, and leopard skins were on display at the 
Hong Kong Customs and Excise headquarters in August 2013. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ALEX HOFFORD, EPA/CORIS 
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Christina Seigrist and Lucy Skrine 

Christina Seigrist, a nine-year-old at the Chinese International School in Hong Kong, learned what 
was happening to elephants from her parents and their friends, who work in conservation. 

She was encouraged to act by her school's theme, "Let's make the world a better place," and by her 
involvement in the Jane Goodall Institute's Roots and Shoots program. 

"I was really worried that if we don't do anything, I will not be able to see elephants in real life when 
I grow up," Seigrist said. 

Seigrist's friend, Lucy Lan Skrine, an 11-year-old at the Independent Schools Foundation Academy, 
had watched a National Geographic documentary on rhino poaching and later discovered that 
elephants are poached too. 

"This really angered me, having met an elephant up close in Thailand," Skrine said. "Knowing these 
friendly, harmless animals could be extinct made me want to help." 

In September 2013 the two girls joined with Nellie Shute to form the Elephant Angels. 

Angel Power 

On January 22, the Elephant Angels delivered a petition to the Hong Kong government advocating 
destruction of its ivory stockpile. They had garnered more than 18,000 signatures, nearly double 
their goal of 10,000. 

On January 23, the Hong Kong government announced its intention to destroy 95 percent (28 tons) 
of its almost 30-ton ivory stockpile. Slated for May 15, this will be the world's largest ivory 
destruction so far. 

Overjoyed, the children sent handmade cards to officials with the words, "Thank you 11,000 times" 
(the number of dead elephants the stockpile represents). 

"It's a way of putting their memory to rest," Shute said. 

Protesting Ivory Sales 

The angels didn't stop there. 

"If the government is serious about saving elephants, they shouldn't allow shops to sell ivory at all, 
because that just encourages demand," Shute said. 

Domestic legal ivory sales often provide a cover for illegal ivory. Undercover video footage released 
on February 12 showed staff at two Chinese Arts & Crafts (H.K.) Ltd. stores telling customers how 
to illegally smuggle ivory across borders. (A company spokesperson said its ivory crafts were sold 
legally under relevant laws and noted that Hong Kong's Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation 
Department monitors local sales.) 
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On February 15 the angels staged a protest at one of the stores. Standing in front of a window 
display of a massive set of tusks, they handed out leaflets and talked to shoppers about the true 
source of the ivory. 

Children and adults protest the illegal ivory trade at the International March for Elephants in Hong Kong on October 
4, 2013. 
PHOTOGRAPH BY ALEX HOFFORD 

"When we were protesting, people were wondering what was happening, and they stopped and 
read our posters," Seigrist said. "I speak Chinese, and I was able to talk to kids visiting from mainland 
China that elephants are killed for their ivory. It was shocking to find out that they thought the 
tusks just fall off the elephants. They were horrified and immediately told their parents right there 
not to buy the ivory." 

She continued: "There was one old Chinese man on his bicycle. He was looking at the pictures of 
the killed elephants, then suddenly he fell off his bike and started crying and asking how could 
anyone do this to an animal. I was so sad to see him crying." 

After the protest, the group received many interview requests. "We were happy with these results 
because the news, radio, and TV stations have the power to teach more people about the cause," 
Skrine said. 
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More Students Join the Fight 

On March 15, students at Clearwater Bay School organized their own protest. 

Researching the illegal ivory trade for a school project, they'd interviewed Alex Hofford, cofounder 
of Hong Kong for Elephants and a consultant for WildAid. They'd also visited a Chinese Arts & Crafts 
store and were concerned about the ivory. 

"I don't want to see any type of animal become extinct just because people want money," said 
Clearwater's Giacomo Faye. "I want the next generation of humans to see them up close and not on 
their iPad or TV." 

Shortly after the protest, the company announced it had "suspended the business of selling ivory 
products at all [its] branches." 
"It goes to show that the power of schoolkids protesting on their doorstep every month was not 
lost on Chinese Arts & Crafts," Hofford said. 

The children were pleased with the result. 

"It's one giant leap to stopping the ivory trade," Faye said. 

"If it's not in the shops, people can't buy it," Shute added. "If they can't buy it, hopefully they will no 
longer want it." 

The ivory suspension is a potent statement, but it will have little impact on the company's bottom 
line. Chinese Arts & Crafts represents a small part (perhaps 3 to 5 percent) of the sales of its parent 
company, China Resources Enterprise, whose core business is food and drinks. Furthermore, 
because the company sells ivory products on consignment, it can simply return them to the 
consignee. 

Toward a Total Ban 

Hong Kong's Elephant Angels are now set on winning a total ban on ivory sales. They've started 
another petition, which has already garnered thousands of signatures and are planning a protest, 
on May 14. 

After they targeted the second largest ivory retailer in Hong Kong, Wing On Department Store, it 
announced today that, effective July 7, 2014, it would stop selling ivory. Now they have the third 
largest, Yue Hwa Chinese Products Emporium, in their sights. 

Children around the world can lend their support to this cause, said Christina Seigrist. "I would ask 
them to share this with many of their friends, and also do a presentation at their school." 

"Remember, this is our planet, and these are our animals," Skrine added. "It's up to this generation 
to save them before they die out." 

"Don't be afraid to stand up for what you believe in," Shute advised. "If you do nothing, nothing will 
change. Our young voices can be very powerful, and people will listen. You just have to speak up!" 
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Ban all ivory sales, conservation groups urge government 
As city prepares to burn its 30-tonne pile of seized ivory, conservationists say more action is 
needed to save elephants from extinction 

PUBLISHED : Wednesday, 14 May, 2014, 4:00am 
Danny Leedanny.lee@scmp.com 

The coalition's demands come as the city prepares to incinerate the first batch of its seized ivory 
stockpile. Photo: Felix Wong 

A coalition of animal welfare and conservation groups is demanding the government impose a 
complete ban on the sale of elephant ivory in Hong Kong. 

The coalition, led by local charity group Hong Kong for Elephants, wrote to Chief Executive Leung 
Chun-ying to make the demand, which comes as the city prepares to begin incinerating its stockpile 
of seized ivory. 

"To stigmatise ivory consumption, reduce demand and improve enforcement efforts, our coalition 
is now calling on the Hong Kong government to outlaw all ivory sales in the Hong Kong Special 
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Administrative Region," said the letter signed by Hong Kong for Elephants co-founder Alex Hofford 
and actress Sharon Kwok Sau-wan. 
Since a 1989 worldwide ban on the international trade in ivory, Hong Kong shops with 
government-issued licences have been able to sell certain types of ivory, including products carved 
before 1989, ivory from the tusks of extinct mammoths, and ivory bought from government 
stockpile sales in southern Africa. 

The group has gathered more than 50 signatures from senior executives and directors of charities 
in 23 countries that are working to eradicate elephant poaching in Africa. The signatories include 
WildAid executive director Peter Knights, International Fund for Animal Welfare's Asia director Grace 
Ge Gabriel and International Animal Rescue chief executive Alan Knight. 

The city will burn the first batch of its 30-tonne ivory stockpile tomorrow to discourage illegal 
imports. Up to three tonnes can be burnt in a batch. But the coalition said the incineration "did not 
go far enough" and that a total ban on ivory sales in the city would help enforce the government's 
message. 

Hofford and Kwok said Hong Kong should follow Beijing's example. In December, China and 30 other 
countries at a summit in Botswana signed an agreement that rendered the trade of ivory a serious 
crime, enforceable under international law. The nations agreed to coordinate intelligence efforts to 
seize illegal ivory shipments, extradite ivory traders and enforce stricter prison sentences. 

"The killing of elephants must be stopped and Hong Kong has a central role to play," said Hofford 
and Kwok. 

"Scientists estimate that if current poaching rates continue unabated, key African elephant 
populations could be wiped out within the next few years. 

"No one needs ivory products, but we do need to save elephants - one of the planet's most iconic 
and ecologically important animals - from wanton slaughter and extinction." 

The activists had cause for celebration when retail giant Yue Hwa announced last Friday that it had 
axed its sales of ivory after mounting pressure. 

It was the last of three major department chains engaged in the ivory trade to scrap its sales. The 
other two were Chinese Arts and Crafts and Wing On Department Stores. 

Lawmaker Elizabeth Quat said she would help the activists lobby for a ban on ivory sales. 

This article appeared in the South China Morning Post print edition as Ban all ivory sales, groups urge C.Y. Leung 
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